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70 THE HONOURABLE THE 


COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


* In PARLIAME * 1 ASSEMBLED. 


7 e N, 


VoD see here, an old military man, who, 

merely by any education that ever he received; 

is Scarcely qualified for the command of a divi- 

sion of armed soldiers i in this learned age, So ex- 

tremely unhappy as to be reduced to the painful 
necessity of attempting to speak in defence and 

support of his whole poor property all his means 4 
of subsistence in life—his interest, his character, 

and his honour— in this House; in presence, as he 5 
conceives , of men of the first rank, of the most . 

liberal and most universal learning, and of the _ 
most powerful and most admired talents, as speak. 
ers and orators : yet painful as the situation must þ 

be to any such person, 1 have now, and for s same 

time past, pressed i into it through all obstructions 

and difficulties, in full * and erpeclatjon, ; 
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state, however imperfect, of such a case before 


that if 1 was able by any efforts to lay any simple x 


you, I could not fail to find in this Honourable | 


Assembly many persons perfectly willing, and 


ably qualified to defend me: Gentlemen, who, 
from motives of absolute justice, humanity, ho- 


nour, and even of duty to their country, must 


feel themselves indispensibly engaged to support a 
cause in which they will see, not only an innocent 


man, but a most singularly meritorious loyalist, a 


most dutiful and faithful subject, most grievously 


suffering under the galling and insupportable 
weight of the most foul, and most criminally 


wanton, and cruel, and crushing oppression and 


injustice, in two very distant parts of the world, 
and through a course of many years: for, since 


the first idea of dismembering the British empire 


of her invaluable A American provinces seems to 
have been conceived, my sufferings began; and 


they have been continued and protracted, without 


intermission or respite, to this very hour. 


After the entire reduction of all our enemies 17 
North America, as well as in all other parts of the 
| world ; after the conclusion of the war before last, 
I was reduced to balf- pay, a Lieutenant in the 

74th regiment. From chat glorious period, to 
the beginning of the late villainous and ruinous 
| war, I resided alternately | in the provinces of N ew 
Vork, Quebec, the Jerseys 85 Boston, Connecticut, 
Nova Scotia, or Rhode Island. 1 passed the win-⸗ 
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der 177 5 in Connecticnt- On the very first re. 


port of the affair of Lexington, the commence- 
ment of hostilities, a person of very considerable 
interest and influence in that province made me 


21 
an offer of a Lieutenant Colonel's commission in 
the troops then resolved to be raised i in that cou 


try, to act against the British empire, and in or- 
der to render the proposal more agreeable, | he 
declared that he was authorised to promise that 
no other officer would be allowed to take the 
command of the regiment till 1 could be fur- 
ther promoted. I rejected the offer without any 
hesitation, and from motives or principles of 
real honour, and of the most inviolable duty 
and attachment to my Country and to my Sove- 


reign; but knowing my person to be no longer 
safe in those parts, I went off that same night, 
riding one horse, and leading another, in the stile 
of a horse. jockey, through the country, towards 
Boston. When I had got within a small distance 
of the posts that the enemy occupied before that 
place, I understood that some of our officers, in 


attempting to pass through to the town, had fal- 


len into their hands a few days before; I therefore 
altered my course directly, and rode off with all 
possible speed for Rhode Island; from which. 
place Captain Ja ames Wallace, now Sir James ; 


Wallace, gave me a passage to Boston. 


I was but a few days in Boston when his Ex- L 
| cellebey the Honourable General Gage sent me on 
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his Majesty's s service to Nova Scotia, whdh. 4 in- 


structions to engage all the men I could find dis- 


posed to serve the King in that province. There 
were at the same time several officers from different 
regiments on the recruiting service in Halifax. I 
travelled through most parts of the country, and 


the Island of St. John's, in the Gulph of St. Law- 
rence; and I found that, exclusive of such men 


as would inlist as common soldiers in regimented 
corps, a number of substantial farmers, land la- 
bourers, mechanics, servants, fishermen, and 
oshers, might be engaged on the footing of a pro- 


vincial corps to serve during the war. 


As I was returning to make my report of this, 
I received a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Allan 
Maclean, from Boston, intimating that he had 


got me appointed to a Lieutenant's commission 
in his corps of Emigrants, then raising. I under- 
stood at the same time, that the Honourable Ge- 


neral Gage, to whom I had the honour of being 


many years known, was called home; and that Sir 


William Howe was appointed Commander in 


Chief. I conceived the Lieutenancy, of which 
Colonel Maclean was sure I could not accept, as 


the foundation of a very unfair design or plot, 
which, chough extremely prejudicial to his Ma- 


jesty s service, might be carried into effect against 


me, being totally a stranger to Sir William Howe, 


and every other officer in and about his head- 


quarters, chose very persons excepted who were 


most | 


65 
most necessarily interested perhaps in working 
such a plot into effect against me; and without 
much further reflection on the matter, I took the 
sudden resolution to go to Canada, to serve under 33 
the command of Sir Guy Carleton. | 
In the mean time I proceeded to Halifax, com- 
municated my intention to his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, who gave me some letters to the Gover- 
nor of Quebec, and I set off directly by the way 
of Anapollis Royal, where, whilst I enquired for 
a vessel to carry me across the Bay of Fundy, I 
was most credibly informed that I must run the 
gteatest risque of falling into the hands of the 
enemy, at the mouth or along the sides of the ri- 
ver St. John's, should J proceed in that direction. 
There was now no possibility of going by any 
other; but by travelling on foot four or five hun- 
dred miles, through close, thick, and in many 
parts impenetrable woods; and liable every day 
to fall into the hands of wandering, rapacious, 
faithless, deceitful, merciless savages. I there- 
fore returned his Excellency Governor Legg's 
Dispatches by express, and embarked on board a 


victualling transport, then in the harbour, and 
bound for Boston. 


As soon as I arrived in Boston, I waited im- 
mediately on the Commander in Chief; I reported 
to him the footing that a corps of two or three 
hundred men might be raised upon in Nova Sco- 
tia, to serve during the war; asked his leave to 


raise 
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' raise them, and signified my own very earnest 
desire to have the command of them. But his 
answer was a charge of disloyalty and treachery 
in very plain and unequivocal terms; at the same 
time dropping some expressions that I thought 
pointed pretty plainly to the channel of his sus- 
picion. I was amazed, I was certainly enraged, 
I quitted his presence in a very abrupt manner. I 
went directly to Major John Small, and informed 
him that some infamous scoundrel had reported, 
or insinuated, the most villainous falsehoods of me 
to the Commander in Chief. The Major answered, 
„% My dear Maclean, I received a letter from 
Captain Alexander Macdonald in Halifax, which 
gave rise to the General's suspicions against you; 
but I will wait on him immediately, and remove 
every ground of every such suspicion, and of every 
idea to the disadvantage of your character, as an 
officer, and as a good and faithful subject.“ The 
Major added, that he had given or shewed the 
letter to the Commander in Chief. I certainly 
never saw it. I soon afterwards waited on Sir 
William Howe; ; but finding no favourable relax- 
ation in his features, I wished to represent to him 
how extremely improbable it was that an officer, 
who had served as long as I had served, who had 
joined his Majesty's forces on the first report of 
the first act of hostilities, and who was $9 long 
and so well known to the late Commander in 
Chief, as that he employed him on his Majesty“ 8 


service, 


' 
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service, as soon as he had joined his Majesty's 
forces, and who had executed the service that he 
had been employed upon with the utmost zeal, 
and with all possible success, would entertain the 

design to join his Majesty s enemies; and that 
he would return from so many different quarters, 
at each of which he might have joined the enemy 
with the utmost facility, without any risque what- 
ever to his person, to come to Boston to join 
them, to head- quarters to join them, was so 
glaring, so monstrous an absurdity as to savour 
very strongly, as I certainly then * both of 

h and treason. 
Sir William Howe said something expressive of 
a perfect recollection, that he and I had served to- 
gether under General Wolfe; but this was deli- 
vered in such a manner, and with such an air, 
as served only to raise in my alarmed imagination 
the horrible idea of an officer of rank, at the head 
of a numerous and fine army, ruminating in his 
dark and dubious mind the great and daring, but 
dangerous and fearful crime; the sly, and spe- 
cious, and poisonous means of ,corrupting and 
debauching that army, for the infernal purpose of 
establishing an independent sovereignty on the 
ruins of this bleeding, betrayed, assasinated coun- 
try. I certainly conceived all manner of ill of 
Sir William Howe, and I must have conceived 
the same of any officer whatever in his situation, 
that would admit. and e such vague, 
Dundless, 
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groundless, improbable, impossible ruimmizes; umd | 


clearly chimerical or false and malicious insinua- 
tions, against an officer that had served as long as 


I had served; against any person whatever making 


a tender of his services in a military capacity at 
such a time; and I desired to have his leave to 


go to Canada to serve under the command of Sir 
Guy Carleton, and had I got to Quebec at the 
time, I certainly would have communicated my 
apprehensions to that officer, : 

I was desirous to go by New York, a country 


where I had been several years as an inhabitant, 


and where I knew the inhabitants to be eight or 


nine in ten of them good and faithful subjects; 


but this favour was peremptorily refused, and I 
was forced to pass four or five weeks totally idle 


in Boston, before I could obtain leave to 80 by 
Nova Scotia. 


On my arrival at Halifax, 1 questioned Captain 


Macdonald with regard to the letter said to have 
been written by him to Major Small; but he an- 


swered, that he had never said or written any thing 
that could be interpreted to the prejudice or disad- 
vantage of my character, as an officer and as a good 


and faithful subject. 1 informed Sir William 


Howe, by letter, of Captain Macdonald's answers 


to my queries, and I set off directly for Canada. 


This was by far the longest and the most painful 


fatigue that ever I underwent in the whole course 
of my life, a Journey of three or four hundred 


miles, 
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miles, performed chiefly on snow. shoes, over re- 


gions of deep snow, and through close woods, in 

many parts nearly impenetrable, exhausted all my 
strength, reduced my person greatly, almost sunk 
my spirits. I broke or cracked two of my ribs, 1 
broke or cracked the chief tendon of the great toe 


of my right foot. These accidents retarded me 


long on my journey, and rendered my progress 
extremely painful; and when I arrived at the Ca- 
murascas in Canada, my legs were so swelled and 
benumbed that I could scarce travel more thanseven 
or eight miles a day on the country. beaten path: 


Poet, as soon as I understood that the enemy were 
making preparations to storm Quebec again, I made 


all possible haste to get there with this intelligence · 


My dress at this time was perfectly Canadian, but 


having formerly been an inhabitant of the Camu- 
rascas, I was recognized in passing, by some one 


of the inhabitants of che parish of St. Ann's, twenty- 


five leagues below Quebec. But my design of go- 
ing to Quebec I imparted only to two persons in 
that parish, in whose attachment and friendship I 
could place the utmost confidence. I passed the 
night at the house of one of them, and next morn- 
ing early he came into my room to tell me chat 1 
had been discovered coming into his house the pre- 


ceding night, by some one of the people of the 
parish, and that my design of going to Quebec 


was suspected by some Canadian officers appointed 
by the Bostonians, then on their recruiting service 
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in the village, and that one of them was aQually 


comitng at the head of a party to apprehend me. 


I was excessively chagrined at this accident ; but 


desired my friend to give immediate admittance to 
the officer and his party, as soon as he appeared, 
or would enquire for me, which he soon did with 
his poss, armed with swords, hangers, cutlasses, 
and old and rusty firelocks and bayonets. He sa- 
luted me, by declaring that I was his prisoner, in 
the name of the Honourable Congress. I made as 


French a bow as I could, shook him by the hand 
with all the cordiality that I was able to counterfeit, 
and told him that I was extremely happy to meet 


an officer of the Honourable Congress; that I had 
performed a long journey, and was so far on my 


way to Pointlivie ; but being disabled of both my 
legs, as he could perceive, I hoped that he would 
have the goodness to provide me with a horse and 
cariole to carry me on the rest of the way with as 
little loss of time as possible My business being 
very urgent, I think we took some drams of rum 
or brandy together. He examined my countenance 
with great attention, but seemed in no great hurry 
to perform this act of duty that I required. The 

reason was, the Canadians are extremely fond and 
tender of their horses, and the roads at the time were 
nearly impracticable to horses. The snow being 
near three foot deep, became so soft in the middle 


of the day, that cattle sunk into it to their bellies ; 


and the frost at night was so intense, that by morn- 


ing 


n 
ing horses in travelling ran the risque of breaking 
their legs in the openings they had made during 
the warmth of the preceding day; besides, I was well 
informed that the Congress officer had no money 
but Congress paper currency, which the Canadians 
never received but when under some degree of com- 
pulsion. He sent away his party, and went out 
into the village, and soon returned to tell me that 
he would rather advise me to remain where I then 
was, a few days, or till I might recover the use of 
my legs again; but if I would write to any of the 
gentlemen of the Bostonian army, he would take 
special care to have my letter conveyed with all 
possible care and dispatch. a 

I immediately wrote to their Quarter-Master Ge- 
neral, a Donald Campbell, signifying where I was, 
the situation that I was in, and that I expected in a 

few days to pay him a visit at his quarters; and I 
declare to you, Gentlemen, that at the time that I 
wrote to this effect, my expectation certainly was 
to be able to perform my promise at the head of a 
party from the Garrison of Quebec. I delivered 
my letter to the Congress officer; he left me that 
night to take my rest. I had perfect intelligence of 
every motion that he made. He came to me next 
morning early, and delivering my own letter into 
my own hands, informed me that by his instructions 
he was obliged to go further down the river on his 
recruiting service, wished me a good day, and left 
me at full liberty to pursue the rest of my journey in 


-. 
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my own way. My landlord and the priest of the 
parish were both my friends: they confirmed hat- 
ever I said or insinuated to the Congress officer. 
J lost no time, I proceeded immediately towards 
Quebec, and by the assisstance of my friends at St. 


Ann's, got in two days to the parish of Beaumonde, 


ze ven leagues below Quebec, to the house of a marr 
of the name of Fraser, with whom J passed that 
night, and the next day till it was dark; when I 
pushed on the river St. Lawrence, in a canoe that 
he had provided for me, and in full expectation to 
get to Quebec in less than threè hours; having the 


favour of a very dark night, the wind as fair as it 


could blow. But unfortunately the tide of flood 


was so far spent before it was dark, and before I 
could venture out of the house, that it soon slack- 


| ened, and by the time that I had got opposite to 
the upper point of the Island of Orleans, the tide 


of ebb came strong against me; the wind also that 
had blown hard three whole days from the east, at 
the turn of the tide, lulled away into a dead calm. 


1 had but one man with me, he rowed an oar, 1 


paddled and steered the canoe. We both wrought 
hard, whilst we had any strength; but the tide 
coming against us, and the wind failing, we soon 
found our utmost efforts to be but labour in vain. 
Our strength quite exhausted, the tide carried us 
fast down the river: we became feeble ; it freezed 
hard, we got benumbed ; we must have put on shore 
or perished ; we saw a light on the Pointlivieside, we 
DS, made 
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malle towards it; it was in nn; we  favtetied he | 
_ canoe, and went in. The miller was civil enough to 
invite us to sit by his stove; we were 0 spent with 
fatigue that we soon laid us flat on the floor, and 
by the warmth of the stove fell fast asleep, and we 
continued fast asleep till some considerable time of 
the day next morning; the tide was then making 
up the river, of course we must run the risque of 
our situation in the miln till the turn of the ebb. 
It was some hours in the afternoon before we 
could stir with any chance of safety. As soon as 
the tide permitted our departure, we pushed down 
the river as fast as possible; but when we had got 
on the water, I soon perceived that we were a very 
distinguishable and remarkable object to the enemy 
on the Island of Orleans, and on the Pointlivie 
side of the river: I therefore judged it best to put 
on shore again, to leave the canoe, and to travel 
by land back to St. Ann's again, and to wait there 
a more favourable opportunity. But I soon found 
that my servant, who carried a small bundle, a few 
shirts and stockings, was so fatigued that he could 
travel no farther. I was forced to leave him be- 
hind me. I recommended him at the house of an 
old soldier, formerly of our own army, that had 
settled in that part of the country, and I pursued 
my journey, that evening, some miles further. I 
passed the night at the house of a priest, where, 
whilst I waited a part of the next morning, ex- 
wg my servant to join me, J Was seized by a 
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pay of twelve men and a serjeant, attended by 


Some Canadians,” „from the enemy's post at Point- 


livie. I was carried to their head-quarters, where 
I soon became sensible of their design to attack 
Quebec without any loss of time. They had several 
_ rafts and floating batteries, and very large and com- 
modious boats and batteaux, ready and fit to effect 


a landing in the low town, whilst they attacked 
the upper town with the main body of their army, 
daily increasing by strong reinforcements from 


New - England and other provinces. 


1 certainlyconceived the place to be in themostex- 
tremedanger. Iwas personally acquainted with many 
officers and soldiers in the Rebel army, and they 


were all admitted to converse with me, without 


distinction or restraint. I could perceive in some 
of them no great inclination to the service that they 
were engaged in, and most of them I found very 
ready to entertain ideas of fear, and much doubt 


and diffidence of the. capacity of their Commander; 
and I certainly conceived it extremely necessary, 


and the occasion very favourable, to increase and 
confirm such a spirit. Mr. Woster had given me 
a fair pretence to break through common rules. 


| Knowing me to be an officer, he insulted me in 


the grossest manner, and put me in irons, with a 
view, as I conceived, to raise the spirits of his army 
by shewing them a British officer treated with the 


most gross and contemptuous abuse, and suffer- 


ing like a common criminal. I had retorted his 
2 first 
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first insult at the proper time; and now fettered 
like a common felon, I embraced the resolution, 


calmly and deliberately, and as well as I was able, 


to persuade and intimidate his men to quit his camp, 


and the service they had so inconsiderately engaged 


in; and in order to this, 1 represented to them thẽ 


extreme criminality of their rebellion, the great 


and consummate skill of the British Governor, not 


only in the very complicated and intricate business 
of defending a garrison, but also in the great and 
in every part of the whole art of War; the fine 


discipline and determined resolution of the British 


soldiers, long accustomed to conquest; the cruel, 


mad, and outrageous fury of the Canadians and 


Indians, quite merciless and ungovernable when 
set loose, on a defeated enemy, and the total incapa- 


city of Mr. Woster as an officer, I certainly would 


have compounded for the loss of a limb, a leg, or 


an arm, to secure my life at the time; yet I was 
oon very happy to understand from one of their 


own officers, that I had already done an irreparable 


mischief through their whole army, and afterwards 
to find that my whispers, insinuations, blusterings, 
or arguments, had such an effect as to determine 
four or five hundred men, officers and soldiers, to 


quit the camp. They took their departure from 
Selery, I think on the 28th or 29th of April, in - 
fourteen or fifteen large batteaux ; and I was de- 


livered to them, with instructions to be carried in 


itons all the way to New-York, E 


62609 
When weembarked the officers took off my irons, | 
and the men rowed with such diligence and vigour, 


that i in the course of about thirty hours we got to 
the parish of St. Ann's, sixteen leagues above 


Quebec, where we met a party of seven hundred 
men, rowing with all possible dispatch to join Mr. 


Woster. At sight of us they laid on their pars. 


We made our situation and design known to them. 


They disembarked, and never proceeded further. 
We met several strong detachments on our way by 
three rivers, St Pierre, Sorrel, and Chamblois, 


and our retreat had the effect that I wished on every 


party—they all halted, and would proceed no fur- 
ther. 

On our arrival at Cha mblois, and updemuind- 
ing that those that had remained behind us near 
Quebec, had set off on our route, I attempted 


to persuade the officer that had charge of me 


at the time to let me slip away; but he answered, 
that J had already ruined their army, and was I 
now £0-get away, I might be the total destruction 
of them all. I endeavoured to represent to him 
what I certainly then thought, that it would be 
impossible for them to remain any longer in the 


form of an army, since I was sure that Sir Wil- 


lam Howe must be then at New-York with such 
ai fleet and sueb an army as they could never pre- 


rend to withstand, or even to interrupt or incom- 


mode in any ef his necessary operations whatever. 


He said that he wizhed well to me, would treat- 


me 
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„ 
me civilly, though contrary to his instructions; 
but would never be guilty of such a breach of 
his honour, and what he then termed his duty. 
And here, Gentlemen, let me intreat you to re- 
flect, how often the spirit of courage or of fear 
has been known to inspire. or to seize upon whole 
armies, so as to insure the victory of the one or 
the defeat of the other, merely by the application 


of a few words, and perbaps accidentally spoken, 


when at the face of their enemy, and then you 
will, I am confident, most readily do me that 
justice that I am fully conscious is really due to 


what I here affirm. Tam sure that it is quite un- 


necessary here to mention how often the spirit of 
courage or of fear has been known to strike at 
such times, in a manner instantaneously, like an 
electrical spark, through the whole general mass, 
even of regular and well disciplined armies: you 
will therefore not think it strange, that my ex- 


treme zeal for the honour and interest of my 
King and my Country would enable me to inti- 


midate and persuade a few peaceable good trades- 
men and farmers from a station that they never 


had any great desire to appear in, and that I did 
my utmost to represent to them not only of ab 
extreme danger, but of certain nue were 
they to remain in it any longer. een 


The spirit of the rebellion was but very feeble 
and fearful in most parts of America at the be- 
ginning of the war; the greatest number by far 
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of those that a arms were scarce half persuaded 
to engage against us by a few of their more idle, 
restless, and dissipated companions and neigh- 
bours, instigated and supported by Congress; and 
after they were thus reluctantly engaged, they 
acted with much caution, circumspection, and 
with no degree of cordiality; of course, it was in 
no wise difficult to intimidate and persuade such 
men to quit a service, that even they themselves 
deemed of much guilt, or to withdraw from any 
scene or any station of any considerable real or 
imaginary danger. 3 
Any person that knows che river St. Lawrence, | 
will at once perceive, that if the enemy had re- 
mained quiet when I was prisoner in their camp 
before Quebec, they would have been joined by 
the party that met us at St. Ann's, Three Rivers, 
and St. Pierre, in eight or ten hours at furthest, 
and indeed, in a very short space of time, by all 
their troops on that side of St. John's; and that 
at any time thereafter, until the arrival of our 
fleet and army, they might, with every prospect 
of suecess, attempt the town, what men were 
there being scarce sufficient to secure the number 
of prisoners then in the place, and many of the 
inhabitants extremely disaffected. I certainly 
thought my life in extreme danger when I first 
began to attempt this extra piece of duty; and if 
Mr. Woster had put me to death at the time, 
Quebec must inevitably have fallen into his 
hands ; 


60 


hands; but he deliberated 50 long on this obviously 


necessary act of his duty, that all my words, 


whisperings, insinuations, blusterings, and argu- 
ments, had their full effect, and then it would 
have been to no good purpose, if not extremely 


dangerous, to touch my life. 


When the party that carried me off from before 
Quebec had set out from Mr. Woster's camp, 
they meant every man of them to withdraw them- 
selves to their own habitations; and we certainly left 


of. those that remained behind us in a state of fearful 


suspence, much more readily conceived than de- 


scribed; on the very tiptoe of dismay and terror, 
ready to start for their lives at the very first sha- 


dow or idea of any real or imaginary danger or 
alarm. In proof of this, a few days after our de- 
parture, the garrison of Quebec marched out; but 
the whole garrison of Quebec, though joined by 
two companies of the 29th regiment, could scarce 
trace one single footstep of any one man of that 
whole army that had besieged and blockaded them 


through the whole course of the long winter sea- 


son; not one shot was fired, not one drop of 


blood was drawn, not the face of an enemy was 
to be seen; nay, so very wild and precipitate 


was their flight, that my servant, their only pri- 


soner, found himself at once alone in his irons, in 


a moment abandoned by his guard, and by every 


other individual of the enemy. 


"Cx" Consci cious 
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Conscious am I that I saved Quebec; that the 
flight of the party that I intimidated, and per- 
suaded away from before that place, broke and 
annihilated the spirits of the whole Rebel army, 
and of consequence rendered all the measures of 
Congress abortive in Canada that season; and 
if Sir William Howe, at the head of but five 
thousand men of the army that he commanded, 
had made manifest, or exhibited any thing similar 
to, or any degree of the zeal, spirit, and faithful 
and determined resolution that I exerted at the 
time, Great Britain had never lost one single foot 
of any one of her thirteen fertile, fruitful, flourish- 
ing, delightful provinces. Great Britain had never 
sustained the vast, the deplorable, the fatal loss of 
her immensity of trade and territory in America, 
the sure and inexhaustable source of her incon- 
ceivable wealth, the broad and solid and firm 
foundation of her awful, irresistible force and 
power, and incontroulable influence over all the 
other nations of the whole world; and I take it 
upon me to affirm, that if Sir William Howe, at 
the head of but five thousand men of the army 
that he commanded, had made manifest, or ex- 
hibited any thing similar to, or any degree of 
the zeal, spirit, and faithful and determined reso- 
lution that I exerted at the time, Great Britain, 
in place of her present fallen, fearful situation, 
had this day stood fixed and firmly established, 
immoveably, and without a rival, in the full and 


absolute 
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absolute possession of all the great, and glorious, 

and solid, and shining, and mighty ad vantages 

and transcendant honours of absolute and uncon- 

tested universal empire. No power under Heaven | 
ever possessed the means of holding and exercising 

univesal empire like Great Britain, possessed of 
America: people would emigrate from all parts 
of the world to America, of course we might raise 

and maintain whole armies there; we might 

build and man whole navies there, and bring 

the natives of every corner of the earth to this 
our own island, our mighty seat of empire, at 
pleasure; or transport and employ them into, 
and for our own service, civil or military, at 
every convenient season, on every proper or neces- | 
| 3 gary occasion—l say, to and in any other clime or 


5 


” quarter of the universe. No power in the world 
7 ever possessed, by one half, the extent of our do- 

6 ; minions ; and the multitudes of our vigorous, ac- 
— tive, industrious, and warlike subjects, were innu- 

t 1 merable whilst we had America; our power was 
5 1 beyond bounds, our force was irresistible; and, 
y 3 by our situation, as an island, we were able to 
2 [- exert that power and force to a full effect, and in 
ff $ a manner instantaneously, even to the most distant 
J- ö climes and regions, on every necessary occasion; 
6 | I mean, in comparison to the time that rendered 
n, . all former empires, of absolute necessity, so very 
d, i slow, and often ineffectual, in all their measures 
ad [ of us Ho and of government. 
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In proof of all this, let us only take a clear 
and just view of the vast and inconceivably rapid 
increase of our wealth and power, from the time 
that this country first took possession of any one 


part of America, and then let me ask, from the 


time that we atchieved the glorious conquest of 
all North America, did any one considerable 


power in the world dare even to make war on 


another, before it was pretty secure of our appro- 
bation or permission expressed or understood? 
Did all the most considerable powers of the whole 
world dare even to seem inclined to unite their 


forces together, in order to set any bounds to our 


dominions, or to reduce our power, or to make any 
impression on our force in any degree, until they saw 
one of our own officers, at the head of one of our 


own armies, daring to pretend to play the dubious 


man, and by his direful, and, as I conceive it, traite- 
rous game, dismembering of the empire? No; nor 
France, nor Spain, nor Holland, nor the mighty 


Russian empire, all together united, nor all the 


force and allies that they could possibly collect or 
engage against us, would have been able to have 
reduced our power in any degree, or to have 
made any impression on our force, until the very 


solid and mighty pillar of our very foundation, 


and existence as an empire, was sapped and blasted, 
and torn away; that pillar which one single, and 
simple, and plain exertion of mere honest loyalty 


would have rendered permanent and everlasting; 
and 


(3 ) 0 
and' yet the man, our own perfidious servant, that - 
most daringly and most criminally sapped and 


blasted, and for ever destroyed this great and so- 
lid foundation of our support and existence as an 
empire, and who, by that act of unparalleled and 


most u Fiminality, opened wide, I fear, at 
once the hideous gulph of our ruin, and woeful 
and fatal catastrophe, is still permitted to walk 
among us unmolested, unaccused of a crime; 


nay, his very Secretary, who in all just reasoning 
ought to be deemed— who, in all human proba- 


bility, actually is next to himself deep in guilt, 
is set up, forsooth, to sit in judgment of me and 
of my merits as a loyalist. He never having ac- 


cused, or seemed in the least inclined to accuse, 


his General of any sort or of any degree of crimi- 
nality, in any one part or instance of his whole 
conduct, during the whole course of his command 


in America, I cannot but conceive his appoint- 


ment to be a surprising or alarming outrage in 


this Kingdom to all propriety ; and that the man 


who dared to recommend him, as a proper person 


for the distribution of the bounties and grateful | 


rewards of this honest, generous, and grateful na- 
tion, to the forlorn, ruined loyalists, especially 
those that carried arms, has most grossly, and 
even impiously, and most -daringly violated that 
duty, and that sacred, and profound and salutary 
respect that is most necessarily due to the sacred 


person and * of our gracious Sovereign, 


and 
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and insulted most glaringly and atrociously, both 
the honour, and justice, and „ and 


spirit of the whole kingdom. 


If you will but enquire among the most hanest 
and intelligent Americans, you will find that the 


loyalists were powerful enough, and perfectly wil- 
ling to have suppressed and quelled the rebellion 


in its infancy; but that they were led to believe 
themselves bound and engaged in duty to wait and 
attend the resolves, first of the British Government, 


and then the operations of the fleet and army, so long, 


and until they conceived, from constant and woe- 
ful experience, that every part and measure of Sir 


William Howe's conduct was evidently calculated 


and carried into effect, for the full support of our 
enemies and the accomplishment of their designs; 
and then our power was at an end, our property 


given away, our persons doomed, it would seem, 


to be sacrificed. 
I am conscious in my soul that I intimidated and 


persuaded away a large party of the Rebel army that 
besieged and blockaded Quebec, in 1776, and 
that the flight and defect ion of that party, at that 


time, sunk and annihilated the spirits of the enemy's 
whole army, and rendered all the measures of Con- 


gress abortive in Canada; and I conceive of course 
as a just and most rational inference, that I was 


actually, and even solely instrumental in preserving 
to the British empire every foot of ground or ter- 
ritory that remains to her at this day on the whole 
continent of North America. 

I | If 


US) 
If the whole, or but two thirds of the whole force 


that the enemy had actually on their march; had 


got to Quebec before the separation of their army 

blockading that garrison, they must infallibly 
have taken the place in spite of fate, in spite of 
every and all the efforts of the few officers and sol - 


diers in that garrison: and Canada taken, how is F, 
it possible to suppose that you could keep Nova- 
Scotia, all America, and all Europecat once at war 


against you; and in conjunctien with your on per- 
fidious servant, overpowering you? And pet Sir 


William Howe's Secretary, who in all just reason 


ing ought to be deemed, who in all human proba- 
bility actually is next to himself deep in guilt, is 
set up to sit in judgment, not only on the merits; 


of every loyalist that carried arms, however meri-- 


torious and faithful, but even of me and of my; 
merits, a most singularly meritorious doyalist also. 
But in order to enable every Gentleman in this 
Honourable House to form his on just and un- 
biassed judgment of this extraordinary appointment, 


in the clearest light, on the most solid foundation, 
and from the most incontrovertible evidence, let us 


take a short, but full and distinct view of every part 
of Sir William Howe's very extraordinary conduct, 


during the whole course of his command in America. 


—It is written partly: from my on observation, 
and partly from the most assured and most cre - 


dible information of different persons, perfectly 


9B com- 


competent to give che clearest wenge on the 
subject. 3861155 
In order to this, you will be plesbed to observe 


that he began the first exercise of that command by 
| the fatalattack of Bunker's Hill, where he exposed, 


to certain and inevitable destruction, and as far as 


depended on him, to woeful disgrace and dishonour, 
such a number of the best troops in the whole world; 


before the face of an open intrenchment, that might 
have been attacked in the rear from both sides of 


the neck of land on which it was drawn, and car- 


ried without risquing the life of a single soldier, 
any more than in an open and clear field, with the 
odds on his side, if it should be judged any wise 
necessary, of twenty against one. Our loss was 
great, was fatal; that of the enemy was rather a 
matter of great encouragement to them and their 


party, than an object of any other consideration. | 


Our very best troops were butchered, having no 
better chance for their lives than a parcel of oxen 
in the shambles, or led to the slaughter. The 
spirits of the enemy were raised as much as if we 
had sustained a most disastrous and ruinous de- 
feat, whilst the British army was unavoidably struck 
with absolute astonishment. Will it be said or in- 
sinuated, that General Gage advised or commanded 
this action ? Shew me, or declare any thing criminal, 
vicious, or dishonourable in General Gage's whole 
contact through the whole course of his life, and 

I will 
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I will admit of this palliation. But it is impossible, 


for General Gage was one of the best of men. 

If ever a proper inquiry shall be made into the 
whole of Sir William Howe's conduct, I believe 
that it will be found a certain truth, that the enemy 
had never three thousand men together before 
Boston; that they never had any thing like an in- 
trenchment for the security of any part of their 
small army, it being totally impracticable to supply 


any considerable force, even if a considerable force 


could be collected together at that time, with ma- 
gazines and arsenals of victuals and cloathings, arms 


and ammunition; yet Sir William Howe cooped 


up the British army, rotting on salt provisions, and 


dying of the scurvy, in Boston, and frequently a- 
larmed and harassed, under the dreadful apprehen- 
sion of being forced and overwhelmed in their tren- 
ches by the incredible numbers, and the irresistible 


force and weight of the Rebel army, and at a most 


enormous expence of treasure to the British em- 


pire; whilst all our troops in America might have 
been plentifully victualled, and largely supplied with 
all sorts and all manner of food and refreshments, 
in the territories, and if it was judged advisable, 
at the expence of our enemies; their health and 
vigour preserved, and our friends in all parts 
encouraged to declare themselves, and enabled to 


join or to co-operate with us. By which measure 


or course of conduct, our enemies would have been 
soon forced to an unconditional submission to all 
D 2 our 
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our own terms even in the course of a few months 

T sincerely believe, by the day of March, 1776, 
When Sir William Howe left many of our sincerest 
and most faithful adherents, discovered and exposed 
to the rage and malice of their enemies, and went 
ff, fleet and army, to Halifax. 

And here it is impossible for me not to ask * 
motive of honour or duty could lead Sir William 
Howe, with the fleet and army, at that time, to 
Halifax? But whatever his motive was, it is certain 
that he wasted the time there, and afterwards along 
the coast of the country to New- Vork, until: Con- 
-gress had exhausted every effort of their whole force 
-against- Canada, and-until-they had established the 
head- quarters of what was called their army at New- 
Vork, and erushed the spirit of loyalty, as far as 
it was possible to erush that spirit at that time, in 
every part of the American Continent, by the mi- 
-nistry of their committees, select men, mobs, 
Jailors, and the pains and tortures of imprisonment, 
-rail-riding, tarring and feathering, and every. other 
species of distress, disgrace, abuse, and insult, that 
the true spirit of the most malicious arts and out- 
rage could devise or execute: and then the General 
landed a part of the army, with all manner of cau- 

tion, on Staten Island: he ventures to cross to Long 
Island. T he Rebels, after their marksmen had shot 
dead a number of our best officers, as if they had 
been pointed out and described to them, take to 
flight at the first approach of the King's troops. 

5 Sir 
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Sir William Howe pretending to bogle at a differ 
ditch that was in a Hurry thrown across some parts 
of the route, orders the army to halt, whilst the 
Rebels march to Brooklyn Ferry, embark in their 
boats there, and get safe to New-Vork, though 
the smallest sloop in his Majesty's navy would 
have been sufficient to have rendered the passage 

totally impracticable, even to-a'single canoe. 
Had Sir William Howe pursued the enemy that 
day to the Ferry, they must every man of them 
have laid down their arms, and their whole force had 
from that one blow become altogether, and at once, 
and for ever annihilated, without battle, without 
bloodshed, without further struggle. Is this 
doing the duty of an officer? Is it not doing the 
very reverse? And what is the reverse of an offi- 
cer's clear duty at the head of an army, inclosing 
a timid, trembling, submitting enemy? ls it not 
in this very instance equal to a most daring and 
damnable act of perfidy and treason ? I declare, 
that I am not able to conceive by what sort or 
mode of palliation this very part of Sir William 
Howe's ' condu& can ever be distinguished from 
the most clear, and overt, and daring treason; 
for J am conscious, that if he had pursued the 
enemy that day to the Ferry, they would every 
man of them have been glad to lay down his 
arms; nay, thousands of those very men that 
fled before the King's army, would at that very 
time have been glad of any pretence whatever to 
lay 
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lay down their arms, and to withdraw from a ser- 
vice in which they never had any real desire to 
engage, (no, never until the conduct of our Ge- 
neral, clearly calculated to disappoint every loy- 
alist, to frustrate all the designs and measures of 
our Government, to dismember the British em- 
pire of every one of her American provinces, had 
_ fixed and determined their resolution) and Con- 
gress would never have been able to have collected 
any number of men again to ene cheir cause 
thereafter 1 in America, 
When our Commander in Chief had extablished | 
his head-quarters at New-York, he was under a 
necessity to give commissions to several gentlemen 
of property and interest in that and in the neigh- 
bouring province, the Jerseys. Independent com- 
panies, battalions, regiments, whole brigades, 
were raised in the space of a few weeks, in a 
manner instantaneously. The spirit of loyalty 
that had been depressd and crushed through so 
long a course of time, seemed now ready to break 
forth and to blaze in its own genuine warmth and 
fervour, through all the neighbouring parts, in all 
the adjacent country; when the General, as if he | 
had become apprehensive that all America would 
croud in at once to join the Royal army, issues a 
commission of Brigadier General to a Mr. Brown, 
a native of Great Britain or Ireland, a stranger to 
the inhabitants of those provinces. Commissions 
were issued also, I suppose, to a proper number 


of 
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| of officers to serve in the brigade ; ; but at the 
same time a great number of supernumerary war- 


rants, or recruiting orders, were given to as many 


loyalists then attending the King's service at New 


York. They retired into the country; and each 
soon returned with a considerable number of re- 


cruits, their friends, companions, and acquaint- 


ances; but were cruelly and barbarously disap- 


pointed of the commissions they expected to re- 


ceive: their men were embodied with the brigade, 
and they themselves informed, that. there were no 
Vacancies ENE enn. 17 he natural and asſured 


fortable support any e with: the army, an 
withdrew to their possessions; submitted with 
painful reluctance to their enemies, such whose 


zubmission would be accepted. The men they 
had inlisted, indignantly deserting at every oppor- 
tunity, spread, with their officers, the report of the 


barbarous, contemptuous treatment and disap- 


pointment they had suffered, far and wide. It very 
soon, by the help of the enemy, passed through 


the whole country, and put a total stop, in a great 
measure, to our recruiting service ever thereafter 
in most parts of America. 

Those of the unfortunate, deluded men, thus 
Wr and exposed to the malicious cruelty of 
their enemies, who had no considerable estates, 
were very readily admitted into the Rebel army, 
to aght against us, it must be supposed, with a 

Spirit 
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spitit of- sharp and bond resentment: but 


those who had any considerable property were 


prosecuted as traitors.” Some of them that had 


escaped I have/known afterwards forced to carry 
pedlar's packs, and to drudge at some such oëcu- 


pation for a bare livelihood on Long Island, and 
other parts within the British lines. eh 

This traiterous and ruinous treatment of those 
that joined his'Majesty's army, as friends, and the 


great lenity; and even respect, that was always 


observed, and constantly practised towards every 8 
enemy that wag taken in arms. and acting against 


us checked the spirit of the- Icyalists through all- 


America; prevented them crouding in so fast to 


to collect something like an army together again. 
The Americans, long observing that the British 
fleet and army did nothing more than idle parade, 


and wantonly expend the treasures of the empire, 


without once attempting, or even seeming in- 
clined to suppress or distress in any effectual man- 
ner the Rebel party, but rather to encourage it, 
collected together, in very considerable numbers, to 
the White Plains; but, finding neither magazines 
nor stores to supply such as were of a mind to act 
against us, with arms, ammunition, or provisions, 
Scarce waited: the advance of a part of the King's 
army heard a few cannons fired, and then dis- 
persed in large and small irregular bodies towards 
ew d places of abode. The Congtess 
1 likewise 


lkewise dispersed soon thereafter, and it was a mat- 
ter of amazement to every loyalist then in America 


that ever the one or the other collected together 
again. But a bait was thrown out at Trentown, 


in the Jerseys, is it possible to be supposed with 
a view to incommode, or to ensnare or entrap 


the enemy ? But whatever Sir William Howe's de- 


signs were, in sending Colonel Derhall to take 


post at such a distance from the main army, cer- 
tain it is, that Mr. Washington, though at the 
very time flying in wild affright, and actual de- 
spair, had information of his march, and so very 


early as to be enabled to cut him off, and seize 
upon his small party, before he could possibly 


execute, or attempt any scheme whatever for his 
own defence, in 50 dangerous and disadvantageous 
a Situation. 8 2 

. Every person, acquainted in those parts of Ame- 
rica, knows well that the Summer, and during the 


fall of the year, the drought being always very 
great, the houses being built and entirely com- 


posed of wood, are as inflammable as tinder, and 


that a few sparks of fire may set a whole town or 


village instantaneously in a blaze. This was cer- 
tainly well known to the Commander in Chief, 
and to some persons very nearly connected in office 


with him. Though the German officer knew no- 


thing, I am fully convinced of this very circum- 
stance, that rendered the post that he was ordered 
to lend to hd intents and purposes an absolute 
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coupegorge, until he found himself in the place, 
all surrounded close with green woods of various 
sorts, large and small, orchards, barns, barn-yards, 
and other detached buildings, on every quarter, 


from which the enemy, in perfect security, might 


set the whole body of the town immediately in a 
blaze; nay, being greatly superior in numbers, 
they might confine and press the Colonel and his 
party to any corner of the place, and roast them, 
and reduce them to cinders. What could he do? 
There was no time to deliberate; the enemy who 


seemed to have been prepared, already appeared. 
There was no alternative; he marched out, nodoubt 


in the world, with a resolution if possible to cut 


his way through their ranks; but he was shot dead 


on the first fire at the head of his men—the batta- 
lion laid down their arms. 
There is no doubt that every person that ever 


passed any length of time in those parts of America, 
must know that every town and village, excepting 


a few sea ports, being all built and entirely com- 
posed of wood, are during the whole Summer $ea- 
son, three fourths of the year at least, as inflammable 
as cut and dried wood can possibly be; they cer- 


tainly are as liable to catch fire as any part of Sy- 


phax'sor of Asdrubals camps were, when Scipio with 
so much facility reduced them to ashes, and destroy- 
ed the two Carthagenian armies at one blast. And it 
is impossible for me not to conceive, that the Gene- 
ral who sent any number of our troops to any such 
place, with orders to defend it against any consider- 


able 


. 
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able superiority of the enemy, at such a distance 


from an army, to be traiterously, and as infamous ly 


and ignominiously guilty, and as deserving of ex- 
emplary punishment, and of the execration of every 
good soldier, and every honest man, as the Roman 
hero was most gloriously entitled to his country's 


highest praises, and to universal and immortal ho- 
nours. It is very remarkable that Col. Derhall dis- 


tingaished himself at the assault of Fort Washing 
ton, afterwards Fort Knyphausen, where we lost a 
considerable number of officers and soldiers; and I 
have heard it said that he remonistrated in very strong 


terms, and with very proper freedom, to Sir W. 
Howe, against the extraordinary lenity and indul- 


gence that was observed and practised towards the 


_ . officers and soldiers taken in that and the neigh- 


bouring forts; the first chat were taken in arms, 
and acting as determined enemies e fovern- 
ment in those parts. 

Who is $0 blind as not to see clearly oh same 
sinister manœuvre and most malignant artifice put 
in execution to a more deplorable effect in the hor- 
rible slaughter of the gallant 19th regiment ? That 
whole body of British soldiers found themselves 
as by inchantment, quite unexpectedly, in a mo- 
ment, at the very breast of the whole Rebel army, 
collected together as if by a preconcerted appoint- 
ment and design, in order to zuppress and crush 
at once all hopes of: escaping, and every idea of 
safety, any otherwise than by an immediate and 
unconditional surrender. * 1 long habitu- 

real military 
ory, and warmly inspired witch the high and Rink | 
gl spirit of former and better times, the very pri- 
vate — would be cut to pieces rather than sub- 
mit to what they deemed in any degree shameful or 
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as to appear frequently, and to make itself manifest 


dishonourable. In the name of abused, betrayed, 


and clearly insulted faith, and duty, and loyalty, in 
what sense can this be termed a humanizing the art 
of war, excepting in the sense of the most sharp, 
and empoisoned, and most daring and most insult- 
— „ß; gone, wot; 
The natural and assured consequence of all our 


measures, the fate of our recruiting parties, the 


loss of our German troops, the butchering of the 
17th regiment, the total inactivity of our main 


army, was a concourse of people in the Jerseys 
that the leaders of Congress and of the Rebel party 


were enabled to persuade together, and to form 
into something like an army; yet even this second 
body was actually surprised, _ by no design 
of ours, at Prince-Town, soon after they were as. 
sembled, and permitted to withdraw without any 
sort of molestation whatever, notwithstanding that 
my Lord Cornwallis asked leave, as I have been 
most credibly informed, to attack and disperse 


them when he was entering at one side of the vil- 


lage, and they in the utmost confusion and disorder 
flying out at the other. Ax 
Yet notwithstanding all that. was done, it was 
clearly evident that the enemy found insurmount- 
able difficulties even at this time in drawing and 
keeping together a number sufficient to enable 
them to shew even the form 'of any thing like an 
army to appear before us. I say, notwithtandi 
all our most evident endeavours, and all the mea- 
sures of lenity and of severity that Congress and all 
the Committees of Congress could possibly adopt 


and exercise for the suppression of the spirit of loy- 


alty in all parts of America, yet that spirit was 80 
rooted, and absolutely still so strong and so obstinate 


In 


. 
in small and sometimes in very considerable parties, 


coming from different quarters of the country, on 
every convenient occasion, or as often as a "ae 


cable passage or opening appeared to join the King's 
army. It was therefore judged absolutely necessary 


to alter the mode of rendering further services to 
our enemies, and with a view to render such services 
more important and at once decisive, we now send 


very considerable detachments at proper intervals 


of time, on purpose, no doubt, and with no other 
view in the world, but to destroy a few barrels of 


pork and flour wherever we had certain notice 
that the enemy had any small quantity of any sper 
cies of provisions in store. 5 1 

Our friends, seeing us advance in force into 


the country, impatient of the painful and long 


restraint they had undergone, would openly de- 


clare themselves, and thousands of them would 


join us; but, alas! to their woeful and immediate 


distress, and absolute and total ruin: for as soon 


as our army had destroyed a few barrels of pork, 


or broke a few salt pans, or driven together a few 


cattle to be carried away, we never failed to make 
a precipitate retreat, and to leave our miserably 


deluded friends and faithful adherents, thus be- 


trayed and exposed to the cruel and malicious in- 
dustry, and barbarous arts and power of their 
whole multitudes of tyrants. And this manceuvre 
was put in practice so often, and with such ad- 
dress and effect, that with the enemy's subsequent 
discipline of the jail, riding the rail, tarring and 
feathering, &c. there was scarce one loyalist, 
within sixty, or even a hundred miles of our 
lines, so foolishly headstrong and obstinate as to 
remain any longer unconverted, unsubdued. 
The prisoners that Sir Guy Carleton, * my 
2 ord 
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Lord Dorchester, had taken at the siege of Que- 
bec, he treated with proper severity, whilst any 
danger existed to his Garrison; but at the same 
time, with such wise, and kind, and dutiful at- 
tention and care, that every one of them was fixed 
and cotifirmed a real and sincere friend to us. On 
theit arrival at New-York, they were entirely dis- 
posed to act the part of so many missionaries of 
peace and reconciliation among their friends, and 


neighbours, and acquaintances, on their dismission 
in all parts of the country. They had a long voy- 


age: their provisions were all expended; their 
health, through the course of their confinement 
in, and voyage from Quebec, was greatly impaired; 


they had no cash to purchase any refreshment ; 


yet Sir William Howe, though contrary to the 
Governor of Canada's engagement, detained them 
on board of ship, without any view that can pos- 
sibly be conceived, but in order to efface every 
good impression towards us from their minds, and 
until each of them had become just as envenomed 
against us as those very unhappy men that had 
been so criminally imposed upon in our recruiting 


service, and so cruelly disappointed of their com- 


In the month of | 1 777, all the delud- 


ed loyalists, and, I believe, all the Americans 
that were not assured of Sir William Howe's de- 


signs, expected that he would now move up the 
North River, and establish a communication with 


the province of Quebec, join General Burgoyne's 
army to his own, detach two or three strong bo- 
dies of troops to the northward and to the south- 
ward, in order effectually and at once to restore 
our very numerous and faithful friends to their 


former and natural power and influence all over 
the continent, and, of course, to prevent any 
| thing 


E 


thing like Congress , or any committees of con- 


gress, assembling or acting again against us with 
any power or authority, or to any effect. But 


whoever advised or recommended it, whatsoever 
prompted or instigated Sir William Howe to that 
resolution, clearly and glaringly ruinous and fatal 
to every individual good and faithful subject in 
America, and woefully and most disastrously dis- 


honourable to the whole British em pire at large, 
he went off fleet and army to the southward, and 


by that grand and most daring evolution or act, it 
would seem, of open and manifest treachery, deliver- 


ed over, and all at once, to our enemies, and for ever, 
our fertile, fruitful, flourishing, invaluable, delight- 


ful American provinces ; the possession and trade of 
which countries, in the space of a few years, had 
rendered the Britich empire superior, incontes- EY 
tibly, by sea and land, in wealth, and power, and 

influence, to all the world besides; and left the 


astonished, forlorn, crushed loyalises, who now 


saw, with consternation and horror, their utter and 
inevitable ruin advancing directly, with long and 
hasty strides, with dire and haggard aspect, in 
horrible, and woeful, and deep, and dismal afflic- 


tion and despair. 


To finish the article of Sir William Howe's 
conduct in America, let me intreat you to turn 
your eyes upon, and to examine with the most de- 
liberate and most serious attention, the waste and 
dissipation of the public treasures, partly con- 
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signed and conveyed away for the use of our very 
enemies, under pretence of purchasing provisions, 
fresh, at any price, for the army; and partly 
through those channels that have ever been found 
most liable to corruption and pollution, into the 


hands of his associates in guilt and outrage in the 


different departments, under his command—I say, 
examine this, with the very extraordinary promo- 
tion that he made in the army,“ and you will, at 
one view, clearly see the very broad and well- con- 
structed foundation that was laid for a military 


power in America, that would soon be in a situ- 


ation to maintain itself quite independent of your 


support, which must very soon have become very 
feeble indeed, if Sir William Howe had been con- 
tinued but a little longer in che command of the 


army there. 


In full proof of all this, you have only to ob- 
serve that, though Sir William Howe, by being 
called home much sooner than he expected, has 


been torally disappointed of his first and greatest 


object, yet the great, and powerful, and extensive 


influence of this very distribution of the public 


treasures, and of this very promotion in the army, 


has 


* Several corps were put in nomination, had their offi- 
cers appointed, and scarce or never had any men to com- 
pleat any of them but draughts from the British and pro- 
vincial corps that were raised on our first establishment in 
New- Vork; and I believe many of those officers keep their 


rank, &c. to this day. 


has hitherto saved him secure and unmolested, 
the very persons that ought to have been his di- 
rect and immediate accusers, being the very tools 


and instruments that laboured the means of his 


safety to this very hour. You will say, that no man 
accused him of any crime or of any criminal con- 
duct during his command. I affirm, that this only 
proves the vast depth of his guilt, and that his 


crime is of a most enormous, most complicated, 


most diffused, most foul, and if it was to pass un- 


punished, most assuredly of a most ruinous, dis- 


astrous, and fatal nature. If it shall be objected, 
that the time is now too far elapsed for the trial or 
condemnation of Sir William Howe, I answer, no: 
That an example now will serve to convince every 


officer at the head of any armament, that though 
he may be able, in such a station, to work or esta- 
blish the means of his security in guilt for a season, 


no means whatever, and no distance of time or 
place can possibly save the daring and abandoned 


perpretator of such crimes from the just effects of 
the just resentment of a ruinously injured, and 


grossly insulted and abused nation; and that an 
example now, or at any such distance of time, will 


have a much greater, and a more salutary and lasting 


effect, than if justice had been executed on the 


criminal when the crime was fresh, and the minds 


of the whole Kingdom hot and in a ferment. 


Such an example will shine most gloriously in 
the eyes of the whole world, and through all futu- 
| 1 rity, 


rity, as similar, in a most exalted degree, to the 
effects of the wisdom and judgment of heaven, 
which all the power, and wiles, and arts of bad 
men or angels, or of the devil himself, cannot avert, 
evade, or withstand. 
Surely, the British Ministry and Senate were 
never afraid of the influence of the promotion 
that he made, or of any thing of the kind arising 
from his distribution of the public treasures. But if 
$0, I can only lament the inevitable ruin of my coun- 
try, and exclaim in the bitterness of sorrow and 
public affliction, that the loss and depravity of 
spirit is far more fatal to any state or to any society, 
than the loss of any territory, or of any number of 
subjects. Yet I will entreat you to reflect, that 
whilst Rome maintained her public spirit pure and 
uncorrupted, Rome never lost her empire, even 
when reduced and hard pressed to the narrow cor- 
ner of one rock; but when the spirit of the Roman | 
Senate was lost and sunk irrecoverably into the foul 
and stupifying, and poisonous whirlpool of deadly 
and diabolical corruption, Rome lost her empire, 
though possessed of infinite territory and innume- 
rable multitudes of subjects. When the Roman 
Senator had, by the vilest habits of sloth and 
monstrous sensuality, created in himself a devour- 
ing and insatiable appetite for gluttoning and 
strumpeting, and frequently for the most un- 
natural, and most horrible diabolical crimes 
and pollutions, he could not possibly find time, or 
5 | fix 
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(a) 


fix his attention, to hear or examine the merits or 
demerits of any cause or business that was anywise, 


or in any degree, dark or intricate When the 


abominable Judge upon the bench, for a turn with 


his choice strumpet, polluted, and perverted the 


hallowed fountain and sacred course of justice 
when honest justice came to be spurned from the 
foot or from the environs of the throne, if her sacred 
dictates did not coincide with the wretched system 
of a party then and of course, and frequently, not 
only the most innocent, but even the meritorious, 
suffered not only the most mortify ing neglect and 
insult, but the punishment that was really and most 


Justly due to the artful and abandoned criminal. 


The direful and subtile poison soon crept from the 


heart through the whole body, and then the God of 


Justice and of Purity consigned the foul and loath- 
some carcass of the empire to be a prey to the most 
ravenous monsters of the whole creation. 

If the most partially disposed spirit could but 


| once suggest, that possibly Sir William Howe acted 


only with a favourable eye to the Opposition in 
Parliament, I answer, that admitting as far as 
possible of this most forced, and even inconsistent 
construction of his conduct, we have seen, through 
the whole caurse of the existence of our excellent 
and admirable Constitution, the best, and most 
salutary, and most beneficial effects of a dutiful, 


resolute, strenuous, obstinate, and powerful Op- 


position in Parliament. An Opposition in Parlia- 
F 2 men 


( 44 9 


ment is the rock of its foundation, -and its great- 
est and most efficacious preservative against all 
the evils incident to Government, of whatever 
nature; but an Opposition at the head of a Fleet 
and Army, view it in what light you will, I think that 
it is impossible to distinguish it from the most foul 
and criminal treason, any otherwise than by its ex- 
cessive or more horrible enormity. If you will 
not render justice to the criminal as well as to the 
meritorious, the world will certainly judge that 
you are no longer fit or worthy to govern. Perhaps 
this very man conceived some such chimerical idea 
before he took it into his head to dismember the 
empire, and if you will not convince him and all 
the world of such an error, it will require no great 
power of perception to foresee, and much less any 
degree of inspiration to foretell the consequences, 
since similar and equal causes must for ever pro- 
duce similar and equal effects, to the end of time, 
to all eternity. _ OE... 

You might as well expect that a true knight or 
hero would constantly defend the person, and fight 
the battles of a rotten, profligate, foul, and aban- 

doned strumpet, as that any good officers and sol- 
diers could be engaged to serve with zeal and 
honour any State or Government that had no re- 
gard to justice, or to military, or any other merit ; 
nay, it is clear to me, that such men would gladly 
seize the first occasion to crush and demolish such 
a Government, to extirpate and annihilate all its 


frame 


Y 
h 
$ 
e 


© #3 ) 
frame and- members ; of course, it is quite unne- 
cessary to add, that the greater force such a Go- 
vernment will raise or establish by sea or land, the 
greater must be its own danger; until it has satis- 
fied the whole word, by a just and righteous dis- 


tribution of rewards and punishments, that 1 it is 


worthy of good and faithful servants. 
If the crimes of the criminal that n the 


empire of our invaluable American provinces shall 
pass unpunished, what man can possibly or reason- 
ably expect any more happiness or prosperity to the 


State, or under such Government? Did you but 


once reflect, how easy it is to engage servants, es- 


pecially military men, to abandon or to act 


against a Government that will not punish and re- 


ward military crimes and services according to 
clear, and obvious, and eternal justice; and how 


natural it is to expect that such a Government 


will next proceed, not only barely to tolerate, but 
to act openly to the last perversion and most hor- 
rible abuse of all, even the most sacred order, by 
inflicting the pains and punishments due to the 


foul and traitorous criminal, on the faithful, Zea- 


lous, and meritorious subject and servant, civil or 
military did you but conceive yourselves ap- 
proaching to the guilt of a most barbarous out- 
rage, not only against the feelings of every being 
capable of thought, but against the most clear 


conviction, the most lively sense of every nation or 


people capable of rational government, nay in 
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open violation of the most essential and most sa- 
cred laws of the Almighty Author of all law and 
order, you would shudder in your souls at the 
view and prospect of that hideous and over- 
whelming gulph or monster of ruin and desolation, 
that never yet failed to seize upon, and to embrace, 
and crush, and devour every fabric of every Go- 
vernment that ever set the God of Justice and of 
Order at such criminal, such monstrous, such 
open, such woeful defiance! Did ever any Go- 
vernment, of whatever form, preserve itself 
through any length of time, in the horrid exereise 
of this horrible perversion and abuse of sacred 
justice, public or private? Look attentively 
through the whole course of time that we have 
any knowledge of, and you will declare, like 
me, that no; and you will likewise clearly see, 
that this very abuse has been the origin or efficient 
cause of the ruin and demolition of at least nine 
in ten, if not of each of them, whether republican, 
aristocratical, or monarchical, It is impossible to 
say which of these forms is the best, but accord- 
ing as it is administered. And I verily believe 
that if the French Princes and Nobility had done 
their own duty, each in his proper station, like 
rational beings, the French monarchy might have 
subsisted beyond any period of time that we can 
form any ideas of. But they, long since, and 
constantly indulged themsleves in those crimes to 
which the spirit of Sloth and dissipation never 

fails 


16 47 .) 
fails to betray selfish, sensual, and inconsiderate 


- mortals ; they acted wild, and seemingly regardless 
of all duty as human beings, just as if they con- 


ceived themselves independent of every other part 
and rank of human society; they seem to have be- 
come infatuated in mad pursuit of lust and every 


false pleasure, and left their real duty entirely to 


the management of agents, attorneys, or clerks in 
4 


* 8 | . "Cf he 
office; or to men whose consciences are — by 


the demon of Hunger and Avarice, and whose 


subsistence, depending onall they can pick and accu- 
mulate from the fruits of other men's honest indus- 


try, their minds become callous and obdurate to 


all the feelings of justice, humanity, honour; they 


left the government to the management of men 
that were engaged by selfish views and private in- 


terest, and in all respects qualified to raise and 


cherish the fierce and fiery spirit of irritation, dis- 
cord, and ruinous uproar in any State under which 
they are permitted to form any considerable or any 
lasting influence or establishment. Therefore, the 
just and general resentment of a whole, and grossly 
injured and insulted people, in a moment expelled 
them their society, and at once demolished the 
whole frame and fabric of their rotten, or wild and 
mad insufferable government. | 
Convince your own servants, and all your sub- 
jets; convince the neighbouring nations, who 
look with pierceing eyes into the very soul of your 
administration, and watch the moment to take 
| any 


i , ; | | \ , 
any advantage, or to crush you; convince the whole 
world at large, by an immediate and just and righ- 
. teous distribution of rewards and punishments to 
the meritorious and to the guilty, that you are 


— — - 
- - — 
r (X—T—T—T—T——T— Wh On 2 IE _ 
EI — e == n \ g 
1 5 — — —— — < or me — 9 — — 
pes > * — — 3 — 
Hl 7 ng _ 2 > — r 
e A . Soc aner tp; —.— 
— - ee. * — — 
— 2 3 7 1 — 8 dd 
4 — 2 $ = >< . 


. perfectly in your senses, and able and ready to do 
Lil your quty,—1 had nearly forgot that I was 
5 speaking to the House of Commons of Great 
it Britain. x 


But whatever the spirit of wisdom or of justice 
shall engage you to do with regard to Sir William 
Howe, who at the head of a mighty armament, 
more than quadruply sufficient to achieve the con- 
quests of, delivered over to our enemies, the most 
valuabe territories of the empire, with innumera- 
ble multitudes of the most industrious, active, 
vigorous, and warlike subjects in the world. Your 
kind and serious attention is certainly due to me, 
who, by the most strenuous, and resolute, and de- 
termined exertions of the most faithful and invio- 
lable duty and loyalty, saved to the State the 

largest part by far, and the most fruitful, if not 
absolutely all the territories that now remain to you 
on the continent of North America; and who in 
consequence of that most important service to the 
empire, suffered every sort and species of mor- 
tification, oppression, distress, and indignity, that 
power and the most malicious spirit of basest re- 
venge could devise and inflict; first in the hands of 
the enemy, whose rage had been excited against 
me by the fatal and most mortifying, disgraceful, 
n 1 PEE 
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and disastrous disappointment of all their great and 
well grounded hopes and expectations in Canada, 
and even since I effected my escape within the 
British lines, and to this very hour, under the lash 
of my amazingly powerful adversaries. And here 
I finish this long but most important digression. 

The enemy, in their flight through and out of 
Canada, treated me civilly. But when they had 
got beyond the reach of all pursuit, reflecting on 
the mere shadow, on how much less than a mere 
Shadow of any real danger, that had driven them 
to a shameful, ruinous flight, they seemed of a 
sudden to recolle& that they had the Author of 
their disastrous loss, and foul and fatal disgrace, 
in their own hands; and then perceiving that all 
their operations were carried on without any inter- 
ruption whatever, all over the rest of the con- 
| tinent that Sir William Howe was still at a vast 
distance, playing his dark game at Hallifax, in 
place of being (as I had asserted, at Chamblois) 
at New-York, the centre of American loyalty, from 
which station he might crush every engine, quench 

every spark of the rebellion, without blood, with- 
out struggle; they assumed new airs of mighty 
importance. I was put in irons again, sent in irons 
to Albany; therelodged in the common jail, with 
common malefactors, and in heavy irons, and in 
actual danger of being devoured by vermine, and of 
death by suffocation, from the heat of the weather 
and the filth and pestiferous stench of the horrid 
prison. From Albany I was sent in irons to New- 
-_ | | 6 — Vork. 
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York, On my arrival in that place, I was lodged 
in a very wretched part of the jail, with sailors, 
pick-pockets, thieves, and other such criminals : 
but some gentlemen of the city, that were impri- 
soned for their loyalty, hearing my name mention- 
ed, and the situation that I was in, made known 
to them, though strangers to me, made interest 
with the jailor in my behalf, so far as to have me 
removed into their own apartment; and one of 
them signiſied to me that he had influence enough 
among the turnkeys to get me conveyed out of pri- 
son; but being at that time quite a stranger to the 
temper and disposition of all my former acquain- 
tances in and about New-York, and of course 
very apprehensive of falling again and immediately 
into the hands of the enemy, I declined this kind 
offer of friendhip. And yet the danger of falling 
again into the hands of the enemy was not my 
only, or my greatest motive to reject this propo- 
zal. I then expected Sir William Howe's arrival every 
moment with the fleet and army at New-York, and 
I was actually impatient to get to Philadelphia, pro- 
mising to myself nothing less than to persuade and 
intimidate the very Congress, or at least some of 
their leading members, into terms of peace and 
dutiful submission; and I am to this hour per- 
fectly and thoroughly convinced, that if Sir Wil- 
liam Howe had appeared with the British forces at 
the time, and had made manifest any disposition 
or intention to reduce the spirit of the rebellion, 
that 


1 


that my endeavours and faithful zeal and Ae 
mitted industry would have had their full effect, 
equal at least to the success that attended that zeal 
and those endeavours in the enemies camp before 
Quebec. 1 | 

On my arrival in Philadelphia, I was decently 
and very comfortably lodged with the officers of 
two regiments that occupied the barracks in that 
place, until our General's designs became ma- 
nifest, or were made known to our enemies, and 
then I was thrown into the common jail, and my 
sufferings renewed without respite or relaxation. 1 
was carried from New-York, as I have said, to 
Philadelphia in irons; from Philadelphia to Bal- 
timore in Maryland, in irons; and in short, during 
ten or eleven months close and cruel imprisonment 
in irons, in close unwholesome cells or ee, | 
dungeons, underwent such treatment as would have 
excited the compassion of savages, to the total 
ruin of my health and constitution, often to the 
most imminent danger of my life, until I found 
means to break out of the enemies hands at Balti- 
more in Maryland; and even afterwards I suffered 
a great variety of fatigues, distresses, and dan- 
gers, during several months, lurking and hiding in 
the lower counties upon Delaware, until I effected 
my escape on board the Roebuck man of war in 
Delaware bay; from which place Commodore, 
now Admiral * gave me a en, to New- 
York, ante South nod: 
G2 | But 


— 2s CARY OA EET * 


g 


161 

But what was my astonishment, on iny arrival at 
New-York, to find that Sir William Howe's sus- 
picions of my loyalty had never been done away, 
or rather that they never could effectually be done 
away; for notwithstanding that he knew that I had 
Served in the army during the former war in Ame- 
rica, and with the reputation of a good soldier; 
that I had been an inhabitant of the northern 
provinces of North America more than twenty 
years, consequently well acquainted in the country 


and with the disposition of the inhabitants; not- 
withstanding that he knew that I had joined the 


King's army on the very first commencement of 
hostilities ; that I had immediately been employed 


on his Majesty's service by the former Comman- 


der in Chief, the Honourable General Gage; and 
that I had executed the service that I had been 


employed upon with the utmost zeal, and with all 


possible success; notwithstanding that he must 


have then known less or more, how I had been 
instrumental to the enemy's disastrous loss in, 


and shameful flight from, Canada, and in some 
measure, I verily believe, of the barbarous and cruel 


treatment that I had suffered in their hands in con- 
sequence, and in base revenge of that shameful loss 


and disaster, I never could obtain admittance to 
him; and I suffered more by absolute want of the 
absolute necessaries of life at New- Vork and on 
Long Island, whilst he was Commander in Chief, 


than in the hands of those that were in open rebellion 


against 
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against us; for though they treated me in all other 
respects like a condemned criminal, they certainly 
supplied me with victuals and small beer in tole- 
rable abundance. Their view was not to take 
away or destroy my life at once, so much as to 
hold me in a state of continual deep distress and 
painful irritation of mind and spirits, the devoted 
victim of cool, deliberate, studied malignant spite 
and malice Most ungenerous, most base resent- 
ment and revenge ! 

Sir William Howe's, 1 verily bekeve, was to 
force me, by the pains and ragings of hunger, to 
beg for bread, or to offer my service as a soldier 
among the enemy; which even, if it could an- 
swer no other purpose of a more sinister nature, 
would serve to give a colouring, however false, an 
apparent foundation, however rotten and damnable, 
to his long since worn out, or rather never conceiv- 

ed, and merely pretended suspicions of my loyalty. 

My half- pay being stopped, it was impossible to 
procure a passage to Europe. To attempt to go 
to Canada by land at that time, would be to run 
headlong into the open jaws of certain destruction; 

8 every day's newspapers were full of reports of our 
trading vessels being taken by the enemy as often 
as any of them ventured to go beyond the reach of 
the cannon of our men of war; of course it seemed 
equally dangerous to attempt to go by sea, even if 
I had money to pay for my passage, which was. 
not the case I had scarce any cloaths, I had but 
| | Very: 
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very few changes of linens, I knew not often where 
to find a meal of victuals, and I. was frequently 
glad to pick clams and other shell fish on the 
shores of Long Island, to sustain my life; and I cer- 
tainly do not know to what hard extremities I might 


have been driven, but for the favour and support 
of officers, with some of whom I had the honour 


to serve at different periods during the former war, 
under the command of Generals whose genuin 

military spirits, and glorious motives to action, in 
the service and for the interest and honour of their 
country, shined clear and glorious, and with such 
force and with such fervour as to inspire every 


soldier with spirit, and ardour, and sentiment, si- 
milar at least in many high degrees, if not in all 


respects equal to their own.. This is the spirit that 
renders armies really serviceable to a country, and 
often invincible; and though it was greatly redu- 
ced, it was far from being quite extinct, among 
the British soldiers at the time that ham now speak- 
ing of. . 

Major Alexander Grant, commanding the Neu- 
York Volunteers, after I had passed some short 
time within the lines, observing the distressed si- 
tuation that I was reduced to, enquired how I 
came to be so long unimployed with the army. | 
answered, that I suspected Sir William Howe had 
no great favour for me. He then proposed to ap- 
ply for a step of promotion to himself, for leave to 
augment his battalion by the addition of two or 

1 three 


1 
three companies, and to recommend me for the 
Majority. There is no doubt that I was very 
happy at the offer. He accordingly made his ap- 
plication, and was answered immediately, that if 
he would recommend any other person for the Ma- 
Jority, his proposal would be agreed to. He re- 
plied, that if he was to recommend any officer then 
or lately from Europe, he could be of no help to 
him in recruiting ; and if he was to recommend 
any gentleman from any of the provincial corps, 
he could be of no assistance to him in disciplining 
the battalion. He therefore persisted in recom- 
mending me, though to no effect. 
My half- pay bills returning protested, I became 
in debt I had neither cloaths nor linens; I often 
did not know where to find a meal of victuals.— 
In such deep and pinching distress, what was to 
be done? The Major had given me cash at dif- 
ferent times, before and since he recommended me. 
He had a wife and family to maintain; he had se- 
veral pecuniary and very advantageous offers from 
different persons for his recommendation, which 
he rejected, purely from motives of the greatest 
honour, and of the most sincere and disinterested, 
and most generous friendship to me—T repeat it, 
What could I do? I was bound by the strongest 
and most sacred ties of allegiance and gratitude.— 
Shall I forfeit my allegiance to my Sovereign, be- 
cause one of his officers, at the head of one of his 
armies, would take a criminal advantage of the dis- 


tresses 


3 
tresses into which the chance of an unnatural war 
(whilst in the most faithful and most zealous 
discharge of my duty in my Sovereign's service) 
and the spite and resentment of an illiberal, un- 
generous enemy, had driven me, to force me to 
such an act of foul and detestable desperation? No. 
I shall rather beg; that officer shall in due time be 
brought to condign punishment for his public 
and notorious conduct, which I certainly thought 
1 both traitorous, beyond all possibility of doubt, 
and wonderous or foolishly daring. Shall I be 
I | guilty of such a breach of gratitude and friendship, 
3 and such an eternal stain to honour, as to run away 
| in debt to Major Grant at such a time? Never.— 
Were I proprietor of a whole province, I would 
rather pawn or sell every foot of it, for the merest 
I trifle. In short, I must resolve to become guilty 
of two black crimes, each of the vilest and most 
| heinous nature a breach of my allegiance to my 
3 Sovereign, the best of Kings, a breach of grati- 
tude to my sincerest friend, who I knew to be one 
of the best of men—or do what I did. Under 
these circumstances of the utmost distress, and the 
most pressing and most absolute necessity, I gave 
to Major Grant a few lines in writing, which both 
he and 1 meant and understood as a promissary en- 
gagement or security on a part or the whole of my 
estate, until satisfaction or justice could be made 
to him, after he had procured the Majority for 
me; for I depended with the utmost reliance on 
his constant and firm friendship, and fixed resolu- 
. tion 
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tion to recommend no other person for that com- 
mission; and I was certain that Sir W illiam Howe; 
even if he was to be continued much longer in the 
command of the army, would rather drop his very 
unwarrantable or criminal pique against me, than 
to quarrel absolutely with an officer of Colonel 
Grant's very great and universally acknowledged 
merit, by forcing a Major into his battalion.— 
But he was killed in the front of his corps of ex- 
cellent soldiers, preparing for the assault of Fort 
| Montgomery? * and his battalion gave the last 

11 proof 
»»And here it is impossible to suppress a reflection that 
often occurred to me eince the beginning of the war. Col: 
Robert Grant, commanding the 4oth Regiment, Col. Der- 
hall, a German officer, Lieut. Col. Alexander Grant, and 


several others, were frequently known to speak in terms of 
determined and real military warmth and enmity against the 
- Rebellious Americans. They were all shot dead by the 
- American marksmen, as if they had been well informed of 
their zeal and spirit against the Rebellion, and as if they 
had been pointed out and described to them. I have already 
mentioned how Colonel Derhall was sent, according to all 
appearances, to be sacrificed at the distance of so many miles 
from the army. Colonel Robert Grant had several shot 
fired at him beſore he fell, which he himself observing, said 
to the men that stood nearest, they aim at me, they aim 
at me,” Colonel Alexander Grant was shot dead, the only, 
man of his battalion, and I am conscious if any of the three 
was now living, that J would not stand single this day in my 
accusation of Sir William Howe. The inference 1s clear, 
that a man was pretty sure to lose his life if he ventured to 
make manifest any extraordinary degree of zeal for the ser- 
vice of his Country, during the command of that officer. 
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6 
proof of his undaunted spirit and very extraordi- 
nary military talents: for though they had been 
raised but a short time, and had acted under his 
command but a few months, they executed the 
assault like the most gallant and best appointed 
veteran Soldiers, But I was left destitute and 
forlorn. 

Lieutenant Colonel J ohn Macdonell, command- 
ing a battalion of the 71st regiment, had known 
me during the former war; and seeing me reduced 
to such hard extremities, received me under his 
command in the character of a volunteer, in order 
to enable me to draw the rations of a private sol- 


dier; and I subsisted in that manner until Sir Henry 
Clinton was appointed to command the army. 


The late Sir Archibald Campbell recommended 
me to Sir Henry Clinton; and I understood from 
my Lord Cathcart, that I was appointed to a com- 


mission in the British legion, when I received a 


letter from Lieut. Col. Allan Maclean, of the ist 
battalion 84th regiment, from Canada, informing 


me that he was going to England, and that he had 


left a Lieutenancy, a Captain Lieutenancy, and 


a2 Captain's commission, for me, in the hands of 


Richard Murray, Esq. Barrack-Master in Quebec; 


desiring, at the same time, that I should join the 


regiment as soon as possible. The season was then 
so far advanced, that I could not go from New- 
Vork, with any prospect of getting to Canada, 
before the wy of the Winter must have set 

in; 
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in; and it was in May or June, 1779, chat 1 
joined the 84th. But finding my health and con- 
stitution entirely destroyed by my cruel sufferings 
in the hands of the enemy, as well as by my sub- 
sequent treatment at New-York, with several other 
circumstances concurring to render my situation 
disagrecable, I applied for, and very readily ob- 
rained his Excellency the lute Sir Frederick Hal- 
dimand's leave to resign my commission for the re- 
gulated price, towards the end of the war. 

I came to England, and by the end of 1782, or 
the beginning of 178 3, I gave in a Memorial to 
the Lords of the Treasury, as another American 
Loyalist, through the hands of the Commissioners 
appointed to examine our claims, and I was indul- 
ged with a temporary support of forty pounds per 
annum, until my claim could be further examined 
into. "IO" 

I frequently, or rather constantly since that time, 
made application for such examination, when I had 
evidences ready to prove or spbstantiate the chief or 
most material parts of it; but was put off from 
time to time, until the month of March 1786. 
In this long interval of + so many years, several art- 
ful and base attempts were made to Stain or destroy 
my character; but it was found so very une xception- 
able, that it became absolutely necessary, in order to 
injure it in any degree, or in any effectual manner, 
to execute a manoeuvre, (No. I. p. 71.) that J hope 
chis Honourable House, and every person of ho- 

H 23 nour, 
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| nour, or of common honesty, will conceive to be 


of a most base, and infamous, and even of a most 


criminal and atrocious nature. It was extremely 


disadvantageous to me in its immediate effects, 


and in all its consequences, even in the eyes of all 
my own acquaintainces here, and 1 am sorry to be 


forced to say, that I believe the Commissioners of 
the Loyalists received the bad impression of it 


from a doubled weight. AR 


Whilst it was fresh in the minds of every: person 
that had heard of my name, or knew any thing of 


me, and never til then, I was admitted for the ex- 


amination of my claim; when the Commissioners | 
desired that, I would swear to answer the truth to 
every question that they would he pleased to ask 
me; and I swore to answer in truth to every ques- 
tion that they would ask, tending to obtain infor- 
mation with regard to the real value of the proper- 
ty that I had lost as an American Loyalist, in con- 
sequence of my constant and inviolable attachment 
to the interests and services of the British empire, 
during the whole course of the last war. 
They then desired me to declare if ever I had 
joined the Rebels, or subseribed any of their. re- 
solves. I answered, No: and delivered to them a 
Certificate from the Honourable General Gage, 
declaring that I had joined the King's army under 
his, command, and that he bad sent me on his 
Majesty's service to Nova Scotia, early in the Spring 
1775. I delivered also the adjoining Narrative 


(No. 
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(No. IV. p. 8 1.) with a Certificate from Lieutenant 
Colonel Conelly, (No. V. p. 86.) in suport of my- 
character. I then informed the Commissioners, that 
Lieutenant Colonel Allan Maclean, who was se- 
cond in command at Quebec the Winter 1776, de- 
nied all knowledge of any one man, or of any 
number of men, going off from the Rebel army 
blockading that place, before the sixth day of 

May, when he himself sallied. I desired that the 
Commissioners would be pleased to observe the 
very small force of the party that sallied,* the 
re- 


* I yerily believe there are many reasons to suspect that 
Colonel Maclean, on his arrival in England in 1776, was 
guilty of a crime for which an officer in the Roman army 
wouid have been put to death, à coupe des battons; yet it 
would seem that never was a false report received with less 
doubt or caution by an honest but amazingly simple and 
credulous Ministry, or was more disastrously fatal to any 
State ; never was foul poison conveyed, either openly or by 
| malicious insinuation, or more ruinously blasting. It is said, 
and [I believe in truth, that it destroyed, as if in one moment, 
the best foundation of all our power at that time, through 
all the American continent. A virtuous man, a faithful sub- 
ject, and one of the best officers in Europe, whilst doing 
his duty in the face of the whole world, not only with singu- 
lar wisdom, but with universal approbation and eclat, was 
grossly and capitally insulted on his station, that he had 
filled with honour and with dignity through so long a course 
of time ; drawn home from thence, and to the woeful dis- 

grace of thar Ministry, (lost and bewildered in the labyrinth 
of error and confusion into which they had been led, it 
1 zeem no 4 daring, designing, artful self- interested 
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resistance that small party met with, the slaughter 
that was made on the occasion; not one man was 


killed, not one drop of blood was drawn, not the 
face of an enemy seen; and it would become a 
clear and self evident proposition, that the force 
of the Rebel army that had blockaded and besieged 
the garrison all Winter must have gone off before 
the Colonel sallied. I thought it unnecessary to 
say any thing to the Commissioners with regard to 


the pension of three hundred a year, that the Co- 


lonel enjoys for having saved Quebec that Winter, 
as any inducement to him to be as silent as possi- 


ble on the subject. I added, that Mr. Arnold ac- 


knowledged that most of the army had gone off in 
a body; but alledged want of pay, and that the 
term 


villain) laid aside and treated by them like a suspicious or an 


infected person, until the loss of the best part of the empire 


was fully and compleatly achieved. 

All wise States that we have any knowledge of, punished 
the false reports of military men, especially of important 
military transactions, and eminent persons, by death with- 
out mercy, and by the most ignominious execution. The 


reason is plain. There i is $carce any other crime that can pos- 


stbly be in itself of such dangerous criminality to a state, or 
that can possibly become of such mighty, and of such ruinous 
and crushing magnitude, operating in its very nature so fa- 
tally, and so extensively, and generally, directly, immediately, 
and in its quick and precipitate consequences, to a general 
ruin: and yet if I am not misinformed, even our present 
Ministry continues to pay pensions for the benefit of well 
known wretches sunk deep and for ever lost in the foul and 
horrible guilt of this very damnable and state dee 


crime. 


. 
term of their service was expired, as their real 
motives to withdraw; and remarked to them, that 
this at best could be but an egregious mistake; 
for what State or Commander ever dismissed the 
best part of an army on the very eve of an intend- 
ed attack? And who but a double traitor could 
be so abandoned to all truth, as to affirm that 
lamp-black and paper was not at that time as cur- 
rent and as abundant as at any other period during 
the war? Mr. Mackenzie knew well that officers 
papered their lodgings wen Congress currency at 
New-York. 

I delivered an extract of the patent of my es- 
tate from the records of the province of New- 
York, signed by the Secretary of that province, and 
his signature proven by General James Robinson 
and Col. Bayand, of the Orange Rangers, with a 
letter (No. II. p. 77.) from John Patterson, Esq. 
late Collector or Receiver- General of the late pro- 
vince of Pensylvania, a gentleman that had re- 
sided many years in the neighbourhood of my 
landed property, declaring the common prices of 
land in that country and neighbourhood to be from 
five to fifty and sixty, and even a hundred pounds 
per acre, New-York currency. I likewise delivers 
ed to them a letter (No. III. p. 98.) from Vincent 
Pearce Ashfield, Esq. affirming the prices of every 
kind of wood at the New-York market, towards 
the beginning of the late war, declaring then 
that I thought my property worth some trifle more 

than 
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than fifty chillings per acre at least; because a 
great part of it was tuned i in a well cultivated 
country, and within five or six miles of Hudson's 
River, navigable so far to vessels of considera- 
ble burden, (more than two hundred tons) and a 
waggon road passing from my said estate to a good 
landing place on said river; because, of course, 
the carriage of all sorts of exports and imports, 
is attended with all manner of facility; and the 
least expences, to and from my said estate; 
because, wood of every sort, and in every shape, 
has been now many years in great demand at the 
New-York and other markets, and every year 
rising in value ; because pot and pearl ashes, to 
which every sort of wood in that country is re- 
ducible by a cheap and simple process, have been 
sold these several years past in those markets at 
sixty, seventy, and eighty pounds per ton, and ac- 
cording to my best information, raising in value 
every year; and finally, because if I had been at 
liberty to settle in safety on my said estate, accord- 
ing to the best of my own judgment, 1 could 
clear or gain yearly more than the interest of the 
price that I have stated it at, whilst any wood re- 
mained on it to be disposed of; and I do not 
know any reason to suppose that my lands, once 
cleared of the woods, might not sell at the com- 
mon prices of lands in that country, in case that 
I found it convenient or necessary at any time to 
sell. But the truth is, that wood lands in general 
2 | are 
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are of mock greater value in _ parts chin lands 
that are clear and cultivated.” as; 
| Soon after my exatnipation;/r my tempomry allow: 
ance was totally stopped, and I was of course total- 
ly disabled from collecting any further evidence in 
support of my claim. 
Had the Commissioners cignified to me their 
doubt, in any degree, of the services that I had 
done, or of the value of my property, and conti- 
nued my temporary support, small as it was, I 
could have brought it the course of a few months, 
at least long before now, the most positive proof of 
the real value of my property, and, I am confident 
considerably beyond what I have stated it at, and 
of the reality of my services, under the hands and 
attestations of many of those very persons, both 
officers and soldiers, that served at the siege and 
blockade of Quebec, and came off from before 
that place by my persuasion; or I would have got 
tarred and feathered in the attempt. But it was 
possible that I might attempt to bring proof of 
matters of a quite different nature. I: 2 
The Commissioners enquired whether I had not 
sold or conveyed away any part or the whole of my 
landed property, for which I now claimed value ?— 
I answered, No. They said there was a great 
presumption that I had. I enquired of them the 
grounds of any such presumption 2 To which 1 
received for answer only a silent nod or bow ; and 
they have strictly observed and guarded the 
3 ame 
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same silence ever since, to every question, repre- 
sentation, and remonstrance, that I have been able 


to make to them on the subject to this hour. And 
it was not till the day of June, 1790, after 
the Parliament was prorogued, that Mr. C. a 
clerk in the Treasury, after a thousand fruitless 
_ enquiries between the-Commissioners' Office and the 


Preasury, informed me that my claim was rejected, 

but would on no consideration Lala on WH 
grounds it was rejected. le 
Soon after the stoppage of my en hos 
ance, and when I found that the Commissioners 


would! pay no regard to any representation that 1 


could make to them on the subject, I applied to 
Mu. Pitt, informing him, as well as I was able, of 
the; state of my case, and that Sir William Howe 
having constantly rejected the offer of my services 
during the whole course of his command in Ame- 
rica, L considered my claim as a Loyalist on a very 
precamous foating, when; I understood that his Se- 
cretary was appointed to: be one of our Commis- 
sioners, and begged his favourable interposition in 
my behalf; but the great and important affairs of 
the Strate no doubt have very necessarily all along 


supersaded every consideration and m__ to my 
private complaint. 


This is the best and the only statement that I am 
able to make, gentlemen, of my losses, my services, 


and my sufferings in America; what have suffered 
since I came to Europe, through a course of more 


than 


"TWP 

than ten years, every hour in the most painful 
anxiety and suspence with regard to my whole poor 
property, all my means of subsistence in life, my 
blasted reputation, my interest and my. honour, 
especially since my character was so violently as- 
saulted and so very grossly and successfully asper- 
sed in the Court of King's Bench, I leave it to 
the sympathising reflection of all such persons as 
have suffered by (or can form any idea of the feel- 
ings and painful sufferings of the innocent and 
helpless) from the diabolical arts and labours of 
vile detractors, calumniators, poisonous and infer- 
nal assassins. 

I served my country with the utmost zeal, and 
with all the spirit that I could exert, and to the 
best of my judgment, on every possible occasion, 
ever since I was first able to execute any service as 
a soldier. Todo merely my ordinary or prescribed 
duty was never my object, when more could pos- 
sibly be done. My blood might stream, I was 
profuse of my spirits; my life, and even my liber- 
ty, was never so much as thought of when the ser- 
vices of my country was in hand and to be accom- 
pliched. What have I hitherto had in return? 
Our enemies will tell ;—their prisons, their heavy 
iron chains, their dark and dismal dungeons, if 
they could speak. And but for the great neces- 
sity of hiding their disgrace as far as posssble, 
-which could not be done in any degree, if my life 
was taken, they doubtless had indulged their re- 
| 1 venge 


7 
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venge still to a greater length. But all this I might 
expect when 7 fell into their hands. What was 
equal to a most ruinous overthrow in their very 
camp ? -a shameful flight, a total and most cala- 
mitous dis appointment to their best founded hopes, 
and best grounded expectations, rendered the 
enemy spiteful and vindictive. My sufferings in 
their hands were but the natural, the assured conse- 
quence of the disaster that I had wrought against 
them. I expected, I was prepared to bear much 
foul play; yet in the height of those sufferings; 
the hope of escaping, and of rendering again some 
signal and important service to my country, sup- 
ported my spirits, and rendered my life not quite 
nor altogether uncomfortable, until I effected my 
escape. But to be delivered over here, and ex- 
posed to the murdering discipline, to the studied 
arts and malicious industry of those very men that 
made their traitorous enmity to our country $0 
clearly, so glaringly, and so fuinously manifest, 
and in the face of the whole world, is more than 
I could expect. The very reflection is poison to 
my blood, is torture to my feelings. How shall I 
hope to escape, where look for justice or redress, if 
this House will not protect and save me? 

The stoppage of my temporary allowance, no 
doubt in the world, disabled me in a great measure 
from collecting much further evidence in support 
of my claim; yet I would have strained hard, per- 
haps been guilty of extreme imprudence in my en- 

2 endeavours 


BE, 
endeavours to this effect, but that the constant, and, 
as I conceived it, very mysterious silence of the 
Commissioners with regard to all my solicitations, 
and the constant disappointment of all my en- c 
quiries and applications at the Treasury on the 
same subject, kept me in continual sus pence, or 
rather expectation, that the Commissioners would 
at last either give me my claim as a most meritori- 
ous and long suffering Loyalist, or prosecute me 
for giving in a false claim; and this last alterna- 
tive I certainly expected much more than any thing 
favourable. And perfectly conscious, not only of 
my own very great and singular merits as a Loya- 
list, but likewise, as far as possible, of the abso- 
| Inte justice of my claim with regard to the value of 
my property, I was constantly determined not to 
disappoint them, and in order to put them to as 
little trouble as possible, I remained always in the 
kingdom; and as much as, or rather more than 
was properly in my power, in London. And 
this resolution that I conceived myself under an 
absolute necessity always to adhere to, has put it 
totally and absolutely out of my power to bring 
many evidences that a person in different and more 
favourable situations and circumstances would be 
able to collect and adduce. But I have a thousand 
reasons to hope, that good fortune, and even the 
too bold and over-strained malice and subtilty 
and violent enmity of my enemies, have put it 


into 


7 
into my power to lay before you, gentlemen, such 
proof as will, fully and clearly, satisfy every indi- 
vidual Member of this Honourable House, nay, 
the whole world at large, of the clear, and undu- 
bitable, and absolute justice of my claim in every 
article, and to its utmost and last extent. 


Extract 


7 No. L 


Extract a from the Meese Heraty of 1 the 10th 
of Fub, . 


Ir is submitted to the jodginent of the public at 

large, whether the following short statement or de- 

tail of absolute facts, does or does not exhibit, and 

expose to the view of the whole world, an in- 

stance of the black art, or at least the ęnormous 

guilt of a manceuvre of the most malicious and 
atrocious nature. 

Mr. Neil Maclean, late a Captain in the late 
$4th Regiment, being in July, 1785, after an ab- 
sence of almost thirty years from his native coun- 
try, on a visit to his relations in the Isle of Mull, 
and at his leaving that place, having occasion for 
a servant, agreed with a Hugh Maclean to allow 
his son board and wages at the rate of one shilling 
per day until his arrival in London, where he 
promised to use his best endeavours to get the boy 
into some other service, and if he could not suc- 
ceed, to supply him with money to bear his ex- 
pences back again. 

| He had been but a few days in London, when 
he was again obliged to go down to Scotland. He 
therefore recommended the lad to the care of an 

acquaintance, 
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acquaintance, and left him money sufficient to sup- 
port him for some months, and sent him an order 
for more at sundry times thereafter. L 

He returned to London in February, 1786, and 
finding the lad had not got a place, and was not 
likely to get one, because he could not speak any 
English, he directed him to take a passage on board 
the first vessel bound for Leith, and offered him 
money to bear his expences home; but instead of 
a thankful and ready compliance and acceptance of 
this favour, as Mr. Maclean expected, he went and 
swore (or as he has since expressed himself) did 
something they called swearing, in an unknown 
tongue, to a debt of more than ten pounds, as due 
to him by his benefactor Mr. Neil Maclean ; who 
thereupon was arrested in the street, and carried 
to Jail, (where he must have remained, it is impos- 
sible to say how long, being a stranger in London) 
or pay the cash and costs demanded by the bailiffs, 
&c. if a friend had not by accident fallen in his 
way at the time, who procured bail for him. 

Mr. Neil Maclean has been most credibly inform- 
ed, that as soon as ever he was thus arrested, a 
Mr. Allan Maclean, late a Colonel, and who sold 
out of the army in a very cxirnprinacy hurry, 
went about with the woeful tale of the poor boy 8 
being deceived and decoyed away from his father's 
house, and left starving in the streets of London, 
by the said Neil Maclean, and actually begged 
money from several persons, particularly from the 

Treasurer 
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Treasur, rer of the Fiebland Society, a Mr. Macken: 


> 4 *-s 


father's $2 A also, that whilst Mr. N eil "Marleen 
5 was in Scotland, the boy was frequently begging 
from house to house where he was known, and 
told the tale, that he had been decoyed from his 
father's house in the Isle of Mull, and left des- 
titute in London by the said Neil Maclean. T 

Mr. Neil Maclean had made many repeated ap- 
plications for an Examination of his claim as an 
American Loyalist; but was never able to obtain 
that favour, till at this very time, when the fore- 
going manæuvre had made the most disadvantage- 
ous impression on the minds of every person that 
knew him or had heard of his name, and he is sorry 
to be obliged to say, that the Commissioners seem- 
ed to have received the bad impression from a 
double weight; for they treated him not only with 
-rudeness, but with very great injustice. Till then, 
be was gratified with a small pension as a tempo- 
rary support till his claim should be examined 
into and determined. The pension was totally 
discontinued, and no sort of regard has been paid 
to his most necessary and reasonable applications 
on the subject ever since. 8 | 

Mr. Neil Maclean could never suppose, chat 
any person whatever could be so basely and wicked- 
Iy abandoned and callous to every sense and feel- 
ing of honour and truth, as to appear in support 
.of an A cause as this Poor deluded wretch was 
6 persuade d 
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persuaded to forge against him. But in the 
month of June or July, 1786, a nephew, a 


sister's son of the said Colonel, pleaded the case, 
setting forth the same woeful tale, in the Court 
of Kings Bench, in presence of Mr. Justice Buller. 
The Honourable Mr. Erskine said a few words on 
the side of the Defendant, signifying that he had 


received the brief and fee that moment only, and of 


course knew nothing of the affair. The Defendant 


offered to speak in his own defence, but would not 
be heard. The Judge directed the Jury to find a 


verdict for the Plaintiff, which they did with costs. 


The Defendant was robbed of his cash, and at 


the same time sustained the loss of his character, 


till then perfectly clear and unexceptionable. 


Though Mr. Neil Maclean could never suppose 
that such a case would be brought to, or could 


possibly be carried through in any Court of Justice, 


yet by the persuasion of a friend, he wrote to the 


father of the boy, desiring to have his written de- 
claration of the agreement between them, and he 


trial. 
Sts, | 
© I hereby acknowledge that you was under no 
further engagement to me for my son Allan, than 
to entertain him at the rate of one shilling per day 


until he arrived in London; and if no employment 


did then cast up for him there, that you was to 
Eve him a competency to bring him back to Scot- 


land, 


received the following answer a few days after the 


4 


| PR and afterwards to do him what friendly of- 
fices lay i in your way. I am now perfectly satisfied, 
even from his own acknowledgment, that you im- 
plemented your engagement to him to London, and 
whilst there, until unhappily his own folly, and 
I am afraid, bad council, deserved otherwise at 
your hands. His being the means of Siving you 

any. e gives me very great uneasiness. 

73 id am, Sir, | 
11 wy „our N humble Servant, 


(Signed) : HUGH MACLEAN.” 


bs That the above was written by me, and Signed 
in my presence by the above Hugh Maclean, 
father to the above mentioned Allan Maclean, is 
certified by me, Dougal N Minister in 
Ardtunn, * Mar, 1786, 7 \ 

Some hom. time 10 the receipt of the fore- 
going letter, Mr. Neil Maclean applied to the 
boy's father again, for a declaration upon oath of 
every thing material that his son had confessed or 
avowed to him on his return, with regard to the 
case in hand; but receiving no answer in course 
of post, he repeated his application, and was fa- 

voured by the honest man with the following 40 
claration: 

7 hereby declare, on the Holy 88 55 
Almighty God, that the agreement between Cap- 
tain Neil (tp late of the 84th regiment, and 
me, on account of my son Allan, in July, 1785, 

K 2 was 
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Was, (that bat Captain Maclean would Liter 
my said son as his servant, at tlie rate of one sHil- 
liopg ner day, board and wages, until their arrival 

in London; and that there, in ease my sad Sen 
could tind no other service, Captain Maclean was 


to give him a competency to bring him back Herd 


again. My said son, on his return, acknowledged 
to me, that Captain Maclean had paid him accord: 


ing to agreement, at the rate of one shilling per 


day, until their arrival in London; paid him what 
might have supported him wWhilst waiting to get 
into service there, and tendered to him money to 
bear his expences home; but chat he being insti- 
gated and persuaded thereto by Colonel Allan 
Maclean and Major Alexander Maclean, rejected 
Captain Maclean's offer of money to bear his ex- 
pences to this country, and swore t0 a debt of 


5 


more than ten pounds inst bin 


4 63759 Mall, lng end ae. the gb 1787 
Sis, ee 
„ ] sent you in "YI last 2 'oath sübbserib⸗ 
ed by me, of the same purport with that on 
the foregoing Page, and think it needless to sub- 
seribe this, as you in all probability received: the 
other; but I #s8ufe you, that the matter set Perth 
in the oath 1 is literally true, And am, Sir, 

| Pour most humble servant, 


(Signed) HUGH: MACLEAN :” 


And addressed to Captain Neil Maclean, late of the 


841 Regimen London. 
The 


(N 


The above letter is signed by Hugh. Maclean, 
Tacksman of Torrinichrack, place and date as 
above, before me, of Scamadall, Colin Camp- 
bell, J. P. and before me, Dougal Canipbell; Mi- 

- nister of the parish of Ros.” 

The Colonel had his nose or his lips twisted in 

Coventry-street, near the Haymarket, in conse- 

quence of the foregoing rascally malicious trans- 

action; but he resented the insult only by swear- 
ing to an assault before a e in Bow. 

street. K 


NEIL. MACLEAN, 


No. II. 


Letter from John Patterson, Esg. late Receiver Ge- 
neral or Collector of the late Province of Pensyl- 
vania, 19th May, 1783. 


SIR, 


<« In answer to your queries about the value of 
lands in 'the parts of New-York which you have 
mentioned, I can oply : say that it is impossible to 
answer with precision as to the general value be- 
tween New-Vork and Albany, as it depends much 
on the state of improvement, the vicinity to the 
river, and above all, their quality, which varies as 
much as in any country in the world. 
H have heard of lands, in the vales between 
Schenectady and Esopus, selling from thirty and 
| forty 


and he returned me the following a answer : 


forty to a hundred ponnds per acre ; at Claverock 
and Kenderhook not near so high; though very 


valuable. The settled dands in the vale of Katts- 


kill are also very valuable; in the Germaine 


Camp, though not 80 good in quality, yet being 
fully settled and in high cultivation, I conclude 
must be worth at least from five to ten pounds per 
acre. The lands in the manor of Livingstone are 
generally as valuable, but I never heard of my 


father-in-law Mr. Livingstone selling any or grant- 
ing any perpetuities. He lets them on leases for 


two lives, and receives fines for that time from 


four to six pounds per acre, and a small reserved 


yearly rent : I speak of New-York currency. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, and 
very humble servant, 
(Signed) JOHN PATTERSON.” 
I inquired with regard to the prices of wood 
and timber, in the New-York market, of a gentle- 
man that had been several years in business s there, 


he 
15 


No. HI. 
Glasgow, 6th fanuary, 1786. | 


White oak ker, square, from 8d. to 1s. per foot, cubic. 
Ditto pipe staves . , 8 to 121, per thousand long. 
Ditto hhd. ditto... . . from 5 to 6]. per thousand long. 
Ditto barrel ditto . . . . from 508. to 3I. per ditto, ditto, 
Red oak hhd, staves for sugar and molasses 41, . , , ditto, 

Pine 


( 99 3 | 
Pine timber square, per cubic foot, from 6. to gd, 
Two-inch plank, from 5 to 6]. per thousand feet. | 
Boards inch from 30s. to zl. per thousand feet. 


Nut wood from 28 to 40s. per cord of 8 feet by 4. 
Oak, and all other firewood from 12 to 24s. per ditto, 


2 


SIR, 


c According to your desire, I have ziven you as 
near as I can recollect the prices of oak and pine 
timber at New-Vork, at the commencement of 
the late war; fire-wood | in hard Winters was very 
dear, but it was never lower than the first prices 
mentioned; you will please to observe that it is 
New-York currency that is mentioned above, 
which is eight shillings per dollar. 
1 am, ow, 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


(Signed) V. P. ASHFIELD. 
Addressed to Capt. Neil Maclean. 


I formed my judgment with regard to the price 
of my lands from the opinion of those gentlemen 
as well as from my own knowledge of the country 
where they are situate; twelve or fourtecen hours 
Sailing from New-York ; six or eight hours sailing 
from Albany, nearly as many from New-Windsor ; 
and but three or four hours sailing from Esopus or 
Kingstown. At each of these places, a ready mar- 
ket or Sale for every-kind of wood never fails; a 

constant 


„ | 
constant trade being carried on from all these 
parts in wood and timber of all sorts, and in pot 
and pearl ashes, to all parts of the West Indies, | 
and even to different parts of Europe; which is 
sufficient to demonstrate what I have already af 
firmed, that wood lands within six or eight, and 
in some parts within ten and twelve miles of Hud- 
son's River, especially to the southward of the 
city of Albany, are more valuable than the com- 
mon run of cleared and cultivated lands. 

With regard to any other property, 1 had only 
three mares, I left them in April 177 5, in diffe- 
rent parts of the country, two of them ready to 
foal. After I had broke out of jail, and got away 
from the enemy to New-York, I was informed by 
some loyalists and some Provincial soldiers, from 
Dutchess County, in August or September 1778, 
I think, that the mare that I had left there, and 
which I valued at eighty pounds, had a three 
year old, a two year old, and a year old or foal, 
all three very fine creatures. I certainly never 
heard of either of the other mares since I left 
them, one in Connecticut, the other on Rhode 
Island; but judging that each of them might 
have multiplyed, though not perhaps quite equal 
to the first, and knowing that fifty and sixty, 
and even eighty and a hundred pounds had fre- 
quently been offered and paid for even year old 
colts, such as I might expect two of mares would 
Tune, I stated them all at ten in number, and 
2 each 
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each at fifty pounds, conceiving myself entitled to 
something like the value of a proportional and 
very probable increase to the time that the Com- 
missioners examined my claim, Nor will 1 sup- 
pose that this charge will appear unreasonable or 
ill founded, when you will be assured that the 
price of pasture was next to nothing all the time 
that I was in that country, the lawful interest of 
money at seven per cent, and that it was not very 
uncommon to pay twice seven per cent, and to 
make profit by the use of money borrowed even at 
that rate. 855 
I know not whether i in support of this article, 
and in order to make it as clear as possible, I 
ought to inform you that all the officers of our own 
cavalry found the American horse far preferable to 
their own, and that the West Indian market will 
keep horses at a very high price in all parts of 
North America for many ages yet to come. 


No. IV. 


I went from Boston and Halifax to Canada, in 
the depth of the Winter season 1776, and on my 
arrival in that province, it was reported to me that 
the Rebel army were preparing again to storm 
Quebec. I made all possible haste to get there 
with this intelligence, but had the misfortune to 
fall into the hands of the enemy, at whose head 

*'L quarters 
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quarters I had undubitable confirmation of their 
design. They had several rafts, floating batteries, 
and large and very commodious boats and bat- 


teaux, ready and fit to effect a landing in the low 
town, whilst they attacked the upper town with 


the main body of their army, daily increasing by 
strong reinforcements from New England and other 


parts of the neighbouring countries. 


I certainly conceived the place to be in very ex- 
treme danger. I was personally acquainted with 
many officers and soldiers in the Rebel army, and 
they were all admitted to converse with me with- 
out distinction or restraint: I perceived a spirit of 


diffidence and irresolution to prevail through all 


their troops, and I judged it extremely necessary, 


and the occasion favourable, to increase and con- 


firm it. Mr. Woster, their Commander, had 
given me a fair pretence to break through com- 


mon rules. Knowing me to be an officer, he in- 


Sulted me in the grossest manner, and put me in 


1rons, with a view, as I conceived, to raise the 


Spirits of his army, by shewing them a British 
Officer treated with the most gross and contemp- 


tuous abuse, and suffering like a common crimi- 
nal. I had returned his insulting language in si- 


milar terms, and at once embraced the resolution, 
coolly and deliberately, and as well as I was able, 


to intimidate and persuade his men to quit his 
camp, and return to their respective homes. 


And in order to this, I endeavoured to represent 
2 a t 


LI © 
to them the extreme criminality of their rebellion; 
the consummate skill and knowledge of the British 
Governor in the whole art of war; the fine disci- 
pline, and of course the determined resolution of 
the British soldiers, long accustomed to conquest'; 
the cruel, outrageous fury of the Canadians and 
Indians, always merciless and ungovernable when 
set loose' on a defeated enemy; and the total inca- 
FN of Mr. Woster as an officer. 

I eertainly would have compounded for the loss 
ck a limb, a leg, or an arm, to secure my life at 
the time, when one of their officers whispered to 
me, that Thad done an irreparable mischief through 
their whole army; and I was soon afterwards very 
happy to find, that my insinuations, whispers, 
blusterings, or arguments, had such effect as to 
determine four or five hundred men, officers and 
soldiers, to quit the camp. They took their de- 
parture from Selery, near Quebec, I think, on the 
28th or 29th of April, in fourteen or fifteen large 
batteaux; and I was delivered to them with in- 
structions to be carried in irons all the way to 
New-York. 5 

When we embarked, the officers took off my 
irons, and the men rowed with such diligence and 
vigour, that in the course of about thirty hours 
we got to the parish of St. Ann's, sixteen leagues 
above Quebec; where we met a party of seven 
hundred men rowing with all possible dispatch to 
join Mr, Woster. At sight of us they laid on 

L 2 thei 
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their oars; we made our situation and design 
known. to them; 3 they disembarked, and never 
proceeded further. We met several strong detach- 
ments on our way, by Three Rivers, St. Pierre, 
-Sorel, and Chamblois, and our retreat had the same 
effect on every party. They all halted, and would 
proceed no further. 

On our arrival at Chamblois, 1 1 to 
persuade the officer that. had charge of me at the 
time, to let me slip away; but he answered, chat 
I had already ruined their army, and was I now to 
get away, I might be the total destruction of them 
all. I attempted to represent to him, what ! cer- 
tainly thought at the time, that it would be im- 
possible for them to maintain themselves any lon- 
ger in the form of an army, since I was sure that 
Sir William Howe must then be at New-Vork with 
such a fleet and such an army as they could never 
pretend to oppose or withstand, or even to inter- 
rupt or incommode in any of its necessary opera- 
tions whatever. He replied, that he wished me 
well, would treat me civilly, though contrary to his 
orders, but would never be guilty of such a breach 
of his honour, and what he then termed his duty. 

Any person that knows the river St. Lawrence, 
will at once perceive, that if the Rebel army had 
remained quiet while I was prisoner in their camp 
before Quebec, they must have been joined by 
the parties that met us at St. Ann's and Three 
Rivers, and by a strong detachment they kept at 

De- 
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Dechambeau, in eight or ten hours: at farthest ; 
and indeed by all their troops on that side of St. 
John's in a very short space of time, and that at 
any time thereafter. Until the arrival of our fleet 
and army, they might with every prospect of suc- 
cess, attempt the town, what troops were there 
being scarce sufficient to secure the number of 
prisoners then in the place, and may of the inha- 
| birants extremely disaffected. 
I certainly thought my SP in extreme danger, 
when! first began to execute this extra piece of 
duty; and verily believe, that nothing saved me 
from being shot or hanged, but that Mr. Woster 
was apprehensiye that the British General would 
retaliate manifold on his prisoners any outrage hat 
might be done to my person at the tine. 

The enemy being mere novices in military du- 
ties and discipline 1 very readily effected my 
escape, in crossing Lake Champlain. But having 

neither provisions nor guide to conduct me through 
the woods, and missing an Indian family that 
I had observed in the neighbourhood of our camp 
the preceding evening, I was under the very mor- 
tifying necessity of returning to the house from 
whence I had but escaped a few hours before; and 
though the party that had carried me so far had 
proceeded to Crown Point, I was seized on my re- 
turn by two men that they had left behind them, 
and the party that immediately followed. 

I was carried to Albany, delivered to the care 

of 


©) 


ofa committee of select men there, i then 
4 lodged in the common Jail, with common male- 
Factors, and in heavy i irons. I was carried in irons 
from Albany to New-Vork, from New-York to 
Philadelphia in irons; and during ten or eleven 
months confinement in irons, in close unwhole- 
some cells or loathsome dungeons, underwent such 
treatment as would have excited the compassion 
of savages, to the total ruin of my health and 
constitution, often to the most imminent danger 
of my life, until I found means to break out of 
their hands at Baltimore in Maryland; and 1 
afterwards suffered a great variety of hard fatigues, 
distresses, and dangers, during several months, 
skulking and hiding in the lower countries upon 
Delaware, until I effected my escape on board the 
Roebuck man of war, in Delaware Bay, and Com- 
modore Hotham gave: me a passage to New-York. 


N EIL. MacLEAx. 


m4 re 


of, Certificate up a Fellow 1 


Ma PER a long and constant knowledge of Mr. 
Neil Maclean's integrity, his inviolable attachment 
to truth, to justice, and to honour, from various 
reports, and from the severe and cruel treatment 
that he received whilst a prisoner in the hands of 


the 


* 


the enemy, to which I myself can subscribe in a 
. great measure as evidence, I verily believe the 
| foregoing narrative to be true in every article. | 


i. (Signed) JOHN CONELLY. ? 


Lieut, Col, Commandant v. Royal Foresters, 


Declarations and Certificates, by a number of gen- 
tlemen to whom I have been known during the 
course of the last and of the former war, t to some 
of them from my infancy. 


# 


| No. VI 


Wee certify and declare, that the spiritZcondutt 
and behaviour of Mr. Neil Maclean, late a Captain 
in the late 84th regiment, when he was a cadet in 
Fraser's first Highlanders, had attracted the favour 
and regard of General Wolfe. * He paid him the 
honour of a visit whilst he lay wounded in a sol- 
dier's tent at Point Levie, and promoted him at a 
time when he was under the strongest engagements 
to another young soldier of great gallantry and 
of very distinguished merit, and from a long 
5 and 


2 Mr. Charles Cameron, a cadet i in Fraser's 8 Highlan- 
ders, soon after our arrival in Canada in 1759, had joined 


and constant wade of Mr. Maclean's integrity, 
his great and inviolable attachment to truth, to 
0 justice, 


the 47th regiment, and on some day in the month of 
July was ordered with a small party of that corps to patrole 

to some distance from our camp, along the skirts of the 
wood, to the eastward from Montmorency. He had scarce 
marched two miles when he perceived the enemy skulking in 
the bushes to his left, and partly in his front, He immedi- 
ately, but imperceptibly, and as if he had not observed 
them, and seemingly without any sort of design, began to 
drop into the most apparent disorder and confusion, direct- 
ing his men to quit their ranks, to drop their arms among 
the bushes. They took to scuffling, and jumping and or” 
ing of strawberries. 

This appearance of the most boyish and thoughtless secu- 
rity and silliest negligenze, had all the effect that he expect- 
ed. The cunning, wylie, subtle, sagacious American was 
thoroughly deceived, decoyed, and inticed from his co». 
vert; and by the prospect of an easy conquest, allured and 
provoked to attack, or rather to seize upon his simple 
childish enemy, unsuspecting, unarmed at the time, and (as 
they must have conceived) incapable of n any resis- 
tance. 

When Mr. Cameron had thus raised the spirits of the Ca- 
nadians and Indians to its highest pitch, and drawn them 
into the open field, just ready to attack him, he dispatched 
his best runner to the camp to inform of his situation, and 


with the rest of his men stepped into a house close by him, 
the doors and windows of which he defended much more 
like a veteran in his profession than a young lad making the 
first essay of his military spirit and prowess. On the ene- 
my's first or second assault, he shot their commanding Offi- 
cer dead with his pistol more than half way in at one of the 
windows, and he defeated and pursued the whole party be- 
fore any succour arrived from the camp. 
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Justice, and. to honour, we verily believe his fore · 
going narrative to be true in YR article. 


(Signed) 


Alan Stewart, Lieut., Colonel N orth Carolina | 


Highlanders. . 
Ewen Cameron, Esq; of Glenevich. 
Alexander Gregarson, Lieut. late 78th Regt. 
Allan Grant, late Captain A 
Arthur Rose, Lieut. late 78th. 
Angus Macdonell, Lieut. rabid. 
John Macdonald, Capt. Invalidss. 
C Sinclair, Cy 22d 8 Dragoons. 5 


M Hugh oon, 


| | JL 436 130. 
we see Any here an n of that mba; raises 


and enlightens the mind of the real soldier, at the prospect 


of, and in proportion to the degree of danger and of glory; 3 
and which seldom or never fails to extricate the military 


hero, even when his destruction e inevitable! in the 


eyes of ordinary men! 15? 212101026 
Mr. Cameron's very. gallant W was Published ig 
next day's orders with the highest applause.: he had made A 
most happy, a very glorious display of the two most essential 
and most glorious military talents, the clearest judgment, 
and the highest courage; and at the face, and in the height 
of the greatest danger, he had acquired a most delightful, 
a most brilliant ray of genuine and shining militaſy glory. 
had laboured hard, and never had any thing in return 
but hard and seyere blows. Our great and glorious General, 


who, no doubt in the world, was perfectly and eminently 


competent to judge clearly of every degree of propriety, 
in all such cases, yore me the first commission that became 


vacant in the er. i Fa 
NEIL MACLEAN, 


— rn CONOOS 
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Hugb 22 Major, late of the 1 3th Re : 
John Fraser, Lieut. late 8th.” 8 
Alexander Fraser, Lieut. late "th; 

Reb. Robert Micpberzon; Chaplin late 78th. 


By Myr General John 86. . 


* 


« Mr. Neil Maclean, late + 2 Captain in the ate 
84th regiment, was known. to me some years be- 


fore, and ever since he entered i into the army. He 


served under my command a part of the campaign 
1759. I remember well, that on account of his 
wounds and very gallant” behaviour, General 
Wolfe Was particularly attentive to hitn : lie pro. 
moted him, and paid him the hogour of a visit in 

a soldier's tent at Pointlivie ; and. from a long and 
eortstant experience of his honour and integrity, I 


believe his foregoing 1 to de true in voy 


article. e 


Gee, Jour CAMPBELL. 


mY 1: +» Major General.” 


"Ott Campbelbe Certificate was written on. 
the first draught of the foregoing nartative, which 
L delivered into His Majesty's royal hands, at the 
Castle of Windsor, in the month of June 1788 or 
89. If I took a copy of it, it is lost, and this here 
is written from my memory. But if it is not the 
„ same 
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same in every word, Lam sure that it is edu 
the same in substance. „ 


No. VIII. 
By Lieutenant Sutherland. 


& © Me. Neil Maclean, late Captain in the late 84th 
regiment, has been known to me these seventeen 
or eighteen years past; and having always, during 
all that course of time, found him on every occa- 


sion to be an honest man, I verily believe his 


foregoing narrative to be true in every article. 


(Signed) ERICK SUTHERLAND, 
Lieut. late Indep. Comp. New-York.” 


< * 


No. IX. 


By Major Frazer. | 


I have long and intimately Known Captein N eil 
Maclean, late of the late 84th regiment, and ever 
considered him as a brave, loyal, and zealous 
officer; and I further declare, that I believe him 
to be a man of strick honour and veracity, whose 
declaration may at all times be relied upon. 


W ALEXAN DER FRASER, 


Captain 34th Regiment of Foot,” : 
M 2 No 
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No. X. 
By Colonel Small. 


ce I certify, that I have long and intimately known 


Captain Neil Maclean, of the late 84th regiment, 

and always found him a brave and zealous officer, 
and a faithful loyal subject; and I further declare, 
that T believe his honour and veracity may be de- 
PRs upon with great * 


(sisned) JOHN SMALL, 
Lieut. Col. Commandant 2d Batt. 84th Regt.” 


No. XI. 
By Colonel F rater. 


r This i is to certify, that Captain Nell Maclean, 


of the late 84th regiment, has been known to me 
many years, having served together during the 
former war in America, in his Majesty's 78th or 
Highland Regiment, commanded by the late 
Lieutenant General Fraser; and I had occasion to 
meet him during the late war or rebellion in Ame- 


rica; and in the course of all our acquaintance, 
never knew him to depart in any degree, on zny 
occasion, from that spirit and zeal, and attachment 
to truth and to honour, so very becoming the 
gentleman 
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gentleman and the soldier; and therefore know no 


reason or cause to doubt the truth of his foregoing 
narrative, &c. 


| (Signed) SIMON FRASER, 
Lient. c. late Major 718.“ 


N * 
” * 
" * a * 7 * 


No. XII. 


By Colonel John Macdonell. 


« These are to certify, chat L — 7 Mr. N eil 


Maclean, late a Captain in the late 8 4th regiment 
of foot, as a volunteer into the first battalion of 


the late 718 regiment, under my command, on 


Long Island, in the province of New-York, during 
the Winter 1778, in order to accommodate him 
with lodgings and provisions on the strength of 


said battalion; he being at that time in very dis- 


tressing circumstances. 


(Signed) JOHN MACDONELL.” 


 Moutpelier: House, 
206% Fan. 1790. 


No. XIII. 
By the Honourable the late General Gage. 


These are to certify, that Mr. N eil Maclean, 


late Captain in the late 84th regiment, joined his 
Majesty' 8 
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Majesty's army under my command, in Boston; 
and that I sent him on his Majesty's service to 
Nova Scotia early in the Spring 1775. 


(Signed) THO. GAGE. 2 


— 
* L- o , 


By the late Capt. Scbaulcb, of .the Royal Artillery. 


This is to certify, that Mr. Neil Maclean, late a 
Captain in the late 84th regiment, was carried from 
New-York to Philadelphia in irons, 'in company 
with me and with Doctor Gill of the Royal Artil- 
| (Signed) SCHAULCH.” 


These two last Certificates arefrom my memory, 
the Commissioners _— kept on bu. ran of 
each. 

NEIL MACLEAN. 


All n gentlemen that ED done me the 
justice to support my character, by their foregoing 
' solemn declarations, are s well known, and of 
such just and high respectability as to render the 
testimony even of any one of them fully sufficient 
and totally convincing in any ordinary case, and in 
support of 27 racer whatever that had not 
| been 


6 
been so very powerfully arid outrageously assaulted, 
and that had not sustained, of consequence, such 
a crushing load of fotif and poisonous calumny as 
was most basely and most atrociously pouted out 
upon mine. But it may possibly be alledged by 
such as have a mind to oppose proof in every 
Shape, that all those getnlemen having been ny 
companions in arms, my intimate fellow-soldiers 
during the whole course of a most joyous, honest, 
and glorious war, we had necessarily contracted so 
great a favour for each other, as might engage 
any one of us to lend his testimony in favour of the 
other, without examining minutely into all the parts 
of his conduct during the whole course of time 
that elapsed since our constant intercourse with 
each other had ceased. I answer to this remark, 
that though the intercourse had ceased with regard 
to some, every part of my conduct was always 
| known to others of them, and those of the most 
strict and just, and distinguished attachment 
to truth, to justice, and to honour, of any 
get of men perhaps in the whole world. But giv- 
ing any such remark its full force, and admitting 
the very honourable testimony of all those gentle- 
men as a strong proof, and as a secondary estab- 
lizhment only, I certainly conceive that a most 
solid, and shining, and immoveable foundation, 
and even a permanent and lasting defence and se- 
curity to my character will at once arise in the 
breast and to the full view of every gentleman that 


Will 
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will examine into the case minutely, from one 


glance, or single reflection on the foul violence 
and worse than brutal enormity of Colonel Mac- 


1 lean' s attempt, aided by a numerous, and.ignomi- 
| nious, and well disciplined, and unrestrained band' 


and train of basest men and most abandened wo- 
men. And that in order 'to fix even the appear- 


ance of a stain, and that only for a short space of 
time, on that character, and that only in London, 
where he was under every disadvantage of a 
total stranger, they were all forced to have recourse, 
as is clearly evident to me, to the most eriminal 


and damnable arts and hellish practices of subor- 


nation and perjury ; notwithstanding that he him- 


self, one of the most active, daring, artful, bust- 
ling, unrestrained and abandoned men that ever ! 
had any knowledge bf, had known me intimately 
from my earliest childhood, even to the very hour 


when his worthy nephew, most worthy, undoubted- 
ly in all respecis, of such an uncle, pleaded my 
corrupted servant's pretended and forged cause 


against me in the Court of King s Bench. 
Another most powerful and convincing proof 


arises from the absolute improbability, or rather 


total impossibility, that a person, quite and 
thoroughly conscious of his own extreme or 
total incapacity to give even a tolerable face or 
appearance to any the most simple narrative of the 
most simple, undubitable, and uncontrovertible 
facts, would dare to attempt to engage the atten- 
tion 


. 


tion of our Sovereign, the most justly respectable, 
and most truly powerful monarch in the whole 
world, to his Case; or to present his Tale to the 
very face, and for the full consideration of the most 
enlightened assembly of men, of all ranks, per- 
haps, in the universe —nay, in broad day light, 
and in the full view of the whole world at large ! ; 
—If he did not feel himself supported, thoroughly 
and in all respects, in all his assertions, by that 
truth, that bears not only every sort and degree of 
just and honest 1 inquiry and scrutiny, but necessa- 
rily 40 quires force, and light, and credit, and fl 2/7 
| in proportion to every sort and degree of 
candid, and even the most rigorous investigation. 
You will possibly think, gentlemen, that it 
should affect every proof that I have been able to 
bring in support of my claim, that no officer that 
served in America during the last war made any 
mention of my services in Canada. What I did 
was for some time known only to the enemy, Ibe- 
lieve; and no enemy ever declares his total loss to 
his adversary, even when a loss is sustained in an 
open and fair and honourable combat; how much 
more carefully will an enemy conceal a most dis- 
honourable, disgraceful, and ruinous disaster, 
wrought merely through his own real weakness and 
presumpruous incapacity in, and ignorance of every 
part of his duty and art—by having his doubts 
and fears raised to a degree that rendered his army 
ungovernable, for they were all admitted to croud 
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about me, and to converse with me without dis- 
tinction or restraint, whilst their General and their 
Officers attempted to inspire them with resolution 
and courage to attack Quebec? I insinuated or de- 
clared the most fearful and dismal apprehensions of 
their most certain ruin and destruction, especially 

by the Canadians and Indians, in case of a defeat, 
which I declared inevitable, if ever they engaged. 
I prevailed, and triumphed in my own heart at the 
time. A large party took leave of their comrades, 
and returned in great fear, which was thoroughly 
instilled into those that remained behind us, and 
communicated to every party that met us for seve- 
ral days on the route. But this very army, thus 
abashed, confounded, and flying, soon observ- 
ing that no obstruction whatever was made to any 
of their operations, on any part of the continent, 
became perfectly sensible very soon of the chime- 
rical deception that had been played against them, 
and of the merely ideal foundation of all their 

fears, and of course fretted extremely under a full 
sense of their very extraordinary disgrace and most 
shameful and mortifying disaster. They made re- 
flection, and soon recovered, in a considerable de- 
gree their spirits, and resolved to unite more firmly 
and more closely, and to act with a more determined 
circumspection and resolution and courage in pro- 
portion to the surprising inaction, and worse than 
negligent, or rather designed and criminal remiss- 
ness 


6%) 


ness that they clearly perceived on our part. Tne 
first step towards a proper and full recovery from 
their astonishment, and a thorough re- establishment 
of the spirits of the whole party was to conceal 
their disgrace, and to render the real cause and the 
report of it incredible. 
The men that came off by my persuasion, as 
well as those that remained behind us, and all that 
met us on our route, would certainly wish, no 
doubt in the world, to be for ever silent on the 
subject, especially while there was any prospect of 
maintaining the contest, even upon an equal foot= , | 
ing, against their adversaries. A bare and single 27 1A 
from their higher powers, would at | 
once stop and prevent the currency of the report, i 
which of course would lose its effect and credit 
with all such as were not either active or eye wit- 
nesses to the truth of it. The enemy's reputation, 
and, in a great measure, of course their future suc- 
cess in any military enterprise depended on a tho- 
rough concealment of this very shameful loss and 
disgrace. You will not, therefore, be surprised 
that none of our officers, out of Canada, whose 
loyalty was never warped in favour of the enemy, 
could ever hear of any such matter. It was im- 
possible for me to persuade myself that Great Bri- 
tain would suffer herself to be dismembered of her 
American provinces; and I was conscious that as 
soon as ever the war was finished, these very men 
that retired from before Quebec would openly de- 
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clare to the whole world, and even make a merit of 
the facility with which they were persuaded to come 
off. Of course, I never so much as thought, 
whilst I was in America, of collecting a proof, 
which, I was sure, must appear of itself and in all 
due time, without any of that painful labour, or 
even a single declaration of my own in support or 
in praise of my own conduct or actions; a task 80 
excessively irksome to my feelings, that I would 
rather renounce every thing but honour, than at- 
tempt or undertake it. 

It is impossible for me not to conceive in my 
own mind, that Colonel Maclean had some clear 
or confused information regarding this matter, be- 
fore he came to England in the Summer of 1776. 
I remember perfectly to have spoken to him of it 
Soon after our first meeting in Canada, in 1779. 
He seemed sensible then that I had done some sig- 
nal service, but not inclined to talk much of it ; and 
I certainly felt a reluctance, and thought it then 
unnecessary, and in some degree indecent or im- 
proper, to press a conversation on the subject. 

J have already mentioned how he was bound, 
in private interest at least, to have overlooked, 
misrepresented, or concealed it. He had got a 
very famous wife, and though it was impossible to 
have any children by her, he had actually got a 
very numerous family, but all of chem able to 
provide for themselves, especially the wife, who 
has been so diligent and so very successful in her 

occu- 
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occupation, as to establish very soon a very consi- 
derable interest for her old Colonel, which renders 
his oversight in the present instance without even 
the shadow of one honest excuse. And I am $0 
well acquainted with his capacity and dexterity in 
managing a game of this sort, that I am not in the 
least surprised that Sir Guy Carlton, now my Lord 
Dorchester, had never known of any such thing 
in its real and true light, much less any person on 
this side of the Atlantic, from the Colonel's infor- 
mation. A man of his temper and vast avidity for 
glory may, in some very extraordinary situations, 
and very naturally, be tempted to reach or grasp 
at more than is, strictly speaking, his own proper 
Share ; especially, when he knew himself to be in 
a Situation to make a much more adyantageous or 
lucrative and substantial use of it, than the person 
by whose rash and hardy industry and zealous per- 
severance the labour had been achieved; and the 
temptation in this instance might become very 
strong, and even irresistible, to the Colonel, from a 
single reflection on the perfect security seemingly 
arising to him from my true and real character, 
with which he had been long and intimately ac- 
quainted. 

Every person that knows me, will be able te 
assure you, gentlemen, that I am either naturally 
or by habit of a most timid, self. diffident, shame- 

faced, and most bashful temper; totally unlearned, 
and of the most extreme indolence. Was such a 


person 


| 
| 
' 
i 
| 
| 
J 


( 110 ) 


person, and in a state of total obscurity, likely to 
set himself up, to oppose or contradict, or add to 
any part or the whole substance of the authentic 
report, from the head quarters, the capital of a 
powerful province, made in person by the Officer 
second in command there? Besides, he is in the 
enemy's hands, and whether they are successful or 
not, their interest during the contest, and the cloak 


of their honour through the whole course of time, 


depends in a vast degree on their concealment of 
wiaat he has executed against them; nay, there is 
scarce a chance that they will let him escape with 


life, for fear that he may blab or publish their dis- 
grace. And was a man of his silly, simple, sheep- 
ish modesty, ignorant bashfulness and slothful in- 


dolence, even to escape the vigilance and rage of 


his enemies, and to attempt such a thing, how will 
he be able to obtain credit, or to push the truth by 


all his feeble efforts into the light, through that 


dark and vast chaos of calumny, confusion, fraud, 
zuspicion, falsehood, and contradiction, that a 
man of my art, activity, impudence, resolution, 
address, assurance, and knowledge of the world, 
with several of still higher rank, but of my own 


mould and temper, with our train and phalanx of 


active, hardy, unrestrained, and abandoned s—hin 
and s——in, and other miscreants, can raise and 
oppose against any silly efforts that he can make 
singly, and without a friend or even an acquain- 

tance 


() 
tance chat can support him, or his credit, even for 
a moment, in all Europe? 

The Colonel argued well from all that he knew 
of me. He thou ght that he knew me thoroughly ; 
but I had what some people may call a failing or 
weakness from my infancy, that he was a total 
stranger to. I was foolishly fond, and much more 
avid than he was of real, honest, military glory- 
I wish to be understood clearly, gentlemen, in 
every thing—I do not mean here to affirm or to 
insinuate, by any means, that I was. qualified to 
acquire military glory; yet I declare again, thar'T 
was excessively fond of it, at least as much as false 
and pilfered fame ought to be held in horrible detes- 


tation. I conceived that intimidating and persuad- 


ing away the party of the enemy that retired from 
before Quebec, was a military action, though 1 
was in heavy irons whilst I performed it. 
Had the Colonel; undertaken to molest me in 
any other way, had he actually seized on any part 
or on any quantity of my property, (which he 
certainly has done) had he traduced my name, and 
calumniated my character, through the whole 
course of his existence, as far as it concerned my 
own personal interest, singly and exclusively, of 
every sort and degree of real, honest glory; I am 
confident, I am nearly conscious that he might 
enjoy all the advantages arising from all such la- 
bours. He certainly could never rouse me from 
the indolent slumbers of a mind, dull, inactive, 
and 
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and unaspiring to a labour of this sort, that he 

and his coadjutors, in very criminal iniquity, have 
laid me under an absolute necessiry, even for 
my own preservation, as well as for the interest of 
every honest member of society, to attempt; nay, 
as far as I know my own mind, I very much sus- 
pect, that I would have left the whole affair of 
military glory and of private interest, in the present 
instance, to the sole and absolute disposal and 
management of chance or accident, or Providence, 
and all revolving and all accomplishing Time, and 
engaged for subsistence long ere now in some fo- 
teign service, had not a poor brother of mine, still 
if possible more simple, still more ignorant, still 
more bashful; nay, totally helpless, after a course 
of twenty-five or twenty six years service as a com- 
missioned officer in the British army, been robbed, 
or most clandestinely deprived of his commission 
in the Colonels battalion of the 84th regiment, at 
the very end of the war, and in his very advanced 
decline of life; and now, since I am no longer 
able to support him, reduced to the last extremity 
of absolute poverty, his sufferings sting me con- 
tinually, in every, in all my feelings. I could 
bear my own, they are but secondary motives to 
all my actions and efforts in this heavy work that 1 
have been forced to atrempt, by the cruel outrages 
and crushing opptession of my own and of his ene- 
mies, separately and conjunctly. 

To catielade, gentlemen, when you will deli- 

3 | berately 
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berately reflect on the extreme difficulty in all cases, 
and in some cases the total impracticability, to a 
poor depressed individual, of obtaining some sorts 
of evidence now in America, and ever since we 
lost that country; and the difficulty to such a per- 
son of obtaining and drawing evidence of every 
kind, and in every degree incontestible; hut more 
especially to a person who had the good fortune to 
offend, perhaps irreconcileably, the whole body of 
the American people, in America and across the 
Atlantic, to any part of Europe, especially to 
Great Britain or Ireland, especially any evidence 
on the present subject, I have no doubt that you 
will be fully satisfied with the proof arising from 
every sort and every degree of evidence that I have 
been able, in my depressed, and crushed, and re- 
strained situation, to collect and to lay before you. 
And though some inferior courts and tribunals, 
most necessarily more circumscribed and restrained 
by fixed and certain rules and laws, might think 
themselves unable to distinguish thoroughly be- 
tween truth and falschood, and of course, incom- 
petent to judge clearly and without scruple, in 
such cases, yet the clear, and piercing, and com- 
prehensive, and powerful view of the Parliament 
of Great Britain, will, no doubt in the world, see 
clearly through every obscurity and obstruction that 
chance, or accident, ox art, may have drawn over 
or thrown in the way of truth in this case; and 
of course, I do expect that this Honourable House, 
O actuated 
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actuated by every motive of justice, of humanity, 
of honour, and of real duty to every honest soldier 
and subject whatever, will do me that honest and 
generous justice, that I am conscious is really due to 
me, as an honest man, a most dutiful and faithful 
subject, and as a most singularly meritorious, and 
long and grievously suffering American Loyalist. 

My property was but small, the value of it is 
but a trifle: but I claim a great and truly substan- 
tial, and glorious, and ever-shining reward: —I 
claim the formal and solemn Thanks of Parliament 
for the high and important service that I performed 
to the State, when I intimidated and persuaded 
away nearly the whole force of the enemy's army 
from before Quebec; the flight of which body sunk 
and confounded the spirits of their whole army, 
and rendered the measures of Congress totally and 
absolutely abortive in Canada that season, and to 
this hour. | 

I beg pardon for bavies — my Case to 
your attention in such a low, unpleasant, and in- 
correct a style of language and manner of expres- 
sion. I might have got it done by an able writer, 
but I found it more agreeable to my own notions, 
of both sincerity and propriety, to bring the truth 
to your view in this artless naked appearance, 
than to decorate the representation of such facts 
with any purchased or borrowed gloss or orna- 
ment. As the Case is now delivered, it never be- 
comes liable to the imputation of any unfair shade, 

1 or 
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or any sort of deception, and I would rather incur 


every disadvantage arising from my own incapacity 
of stating the Case, than give even the least ap- 


pearance of a pretence to the votaries of malice, 
detraction, and calumny, so much as to insinuate 


that any part of my success was obtained by any 


arts whatever, however fair, however customary 


and allowable. I certainly feel myself under the 
impression of an idea of real duty, in stating and 


relating every article ; and if any thing that I have 
said shall bear the appearance to you, in any de- 
gree, of any sort of excess, you will, no doubt in 
the world, have the goodness to impute or ascribe 


it to the most laudable and benign influence of 
that idea, and not to any thing either vicious or 


malign in my temper or disposition. 

I have adjoined a state of my Accounts against 
the different Agents, Commanding Officers and Pay- 
master of the first battalion of the 84th regiment, 
(the latter still remaining in a distant part of the 
world, has furnished those present in the kingdom 
with sufficient pretences and evasives to elude every 


effort that I have been able to attempt for the re- 


covery of these debts) in hopes that through the 
favour of this Honourable House, Government 
will order justice to be done to me in regard to 
to these Accompts, of which I can never expect 
to obtain payment by the ordinary course of a pro- 
Secution at law. OR 
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| And having ever been ignorant of, and quite 
unpractisedi in Accompts, I enter this one and final 
caveat against every exception that may possibly be 
formed in regard to all errors, of whatever nature, 

: in these Accompts—T claim but Jvsriex. 
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Drs. to' Capt. NEIL MACLEAN. 
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* „ „ 
£ By fees of my commission as Ent; _ I 
| June 14, 1775, paid by - 5 120 
Feb. 6, 1782. * cash _— of you on ac- . 
count - 21 © © 
Feb. 28. By ditto, ditto - — — 260 0 © 
- May 25. By ditto, ditto 53 6 
By 117 days subsistence received of the Pay- 
master, from June 15, to Oct. 19,1781 13 I7 6 


ie due by ee Cox, Mair, 


and Cox = - 4 319 0 2 
Interest on ditto, since 1782 159 3 2 Dy 
Balanee and interest. ——— 478 3 6 
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Brig. Gen. ALLAN MACLEAN, Lieut. Col. Commandant 
of the 15t, Batt. of the Highland Emigrants, or 84th. Regt. 
Dr. to Capt. NEIL MACLEAN. 
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from June 14, to Dec. 24, 177g» © ä 
45. 8d. r — "WM T9 
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To ditto, as Captain, for 227 days, from 
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Total Pay C. 361 10 4 


To my proportion of the non- effective 
fund for 18 months and 13 days, 
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4 
To interest from 1777, on a balance of 
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Drs. to Capt. W MACLEAN. 
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Dr. to Capt. NEIL MACLEAN. 
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To my subsistence for 78 1 from Aug. 25, to 
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To my arrears for 321 days, from Dec. 25, 
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Balance and interest due by Col. Maclean  - 125 15 9 
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